
City of Muscatine Launches Community
Sponsorship Initiative to Advance Parks,
Recreation, Tourism, and Regional Wellness

Muscatine Soccer Complex sits inside the Muscatine

Sports Campus

Advancing parks, recreation, sports

tourism, public wellness, and economic

development through strategic

partnerships

MUSCATINE, IA, UNITED STATES, July 28,

2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The City of

Muscatine today announced the

launch of a new community-focused

sponsorship initiative designed to

advance parks, recreation, sports

tourism, public wellness, and economic

development throughout the region.

Through strategic partnerships with

local, regional, and national

businesses, the initiative will create

new opportunities to help maintain public spaces, expand community programming, promote

preventive health initiatives, and strengthen one of Iowa's premier parks and recreation

systems.

These city initiatives help

bridge regional gaps in a few

areas: Financial Literacy,

Food Insecurity, Healthcare

Equity, Workforce

Development, Green Space

Management, Multi-Modal

destinations.”

Ryan Patrick | Community

Advancement Advisor

With more than 800,000 annual visits across the Muscatine

Sports Campus, more than 2.5 million annual impressions,

nationally recognized athletic facilities, award-winning

parks, and year-round programming, Muscatine is inviting

businesses to invest in initiatives that improve quality of

life while creating meaningful visibility throughout eastern

Iowa.

The sponsorship initiative comes during an exciting period

of momentum for the City's Parks and Recreation

Department following the appointment of Nick Gow as

Parks and Recreation Director. A 2004 Iowa State

http://www.einpresswire.com


Nick Gow named new Parks & Rec Director

Project leaders cut the ribbon on new Musco Sports

Center

University graduate with a degree in

Horticulture, Gow has dedicated more

than 20 years to Muscatine Parks and

Recreation. Since joining the

department in 2005 as Athletic

Facilities Manager, he has served as

Superintendent of Parks, Assistant

Parks and Recreation Director, and

now Director.

City Administrator Matt Mardesen

praised Gow's leadership. "Nick has

demonstrated a strong ability to lead,

collaborate, and innovate. His

understanding of our community's

needs and his dedication to enhancing

recreational opportunities make him

the right choice to guide the

department forward."

Gow said the City's parks system

continues to play an essential role in

Muscatine's future. "Muscatine's Parks

and Recreation system is a cornerstone

of our quality of life. I'm honored to

continue working with our talented

staff, volunteers, and partners to build on that foundation and deliver exceptional experiences

for residents and visitors."

At the heart of the City's recreation system is the Muscatine Athletic Facilities Corridor, featuring

the 122,000-square-foot indoor sports dome that opened in November 2025, the nationally

recognized Muscatine Soccer Complex, and Kent-Stein Park with its 66 acres and 17 lighted ball

diamonds.

The indoor sports dome represents a historic milestone for Muscatine. For years, the community

lacked an indoor sports venue capable of supporting year-round athletics and tournaments.

Recognizing the need to keep local athletes, families, and visitors in Muscatine rather than

traveling to neighboring communities, community leaders and City leadership came together to

champion the project.

That shared vision resulted in Muscatine's first state of the art indoor sports facility, creating new

opportunities for youth athletics, regional tournaments, sports tourism, and economic

development. The facility has already hosted major events, including the Iowa vs. Iowa State



women's soccer match, while attracting visitors who support local hotels, restaurants, retailers,

and small businesses. The indoor sports facility will soon celebrate its 1 year birthday.

Beyond the sports campus, Muscatine continues investing in destinations that strengthen the

entire community. The Mississippi Mist, located in Riverside Park along the historic downtown

riverfront, has become one of the City's signature family attractions. Inspired by Muscatine's

Mississippi River heritage, the interactive water feature encourages residents and visitors to

spend more time downtown, supporting local restaurants, retailers, festivals, and riverfront

events.

Unlike traditional sponsorship programs focused primarily on advertising, Muscatine's initiative

emphasizes partnerships that improve public health and community wellness.

Businesses have opportunities to support community sunscreen stations that promote skin

cancer prevention, hydration stations that educate visitors about Muscatine's water resources

and their importance to residents, agriculture, manufacturing, and local businesses, along with

other amenities that encourage healthy lifestyles and help bridge healthcare equity throughout

the region.

Mayor Dr. Brad Bark said the initiative represents an opportunity for businesses to become part

of Muscatine's continued growth.

"The City of Muscatine Parks and Recreation Department is proud to invite local, regional, and

national businesses to become part of one of Iowa's most anticipated recreational and sports

tourism destinations built on connection, activity, and shared progress. The Muscatine Athletic

Facilities Corridor is designed to serve as a gathering place for families, athletes, visitors, and

residents throughout the region. Through strategic sponsorship partnerships, there is an

opportunity to enhance these experiences while creating meaningful visibility and brand

alignment for businesses investing in the future of the community."

This marks the first time the City of Muscatine has formally invited the corporate community to

support its City parks and recreation system through a comprehensive sponsorship initiative. As

the program launches, City leaders welcome feedback from prospective partners and encourage

businesses to share ideas that help create innovative, customized partnerships and a true win-

win experience for the community and participating organizations.

Sponsorships will be on a first come first serve basis. Businesses interested in learning more

about sponsorship opportunities are encouraged to contact Community Advancement Advisor,

Ryan Patrick at RPatrick@MuscatineIowa.gov.
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