
Adaptive Information Systems Addresses
Growing AI-Related Cybersecurity Risks for
Monterey Bay Area Businesses

Adaptive Information Systems

Salinas-based managed IT provider

responds to rising AI-enabled threat

activity affecting small and mid-sized

organizations across the Central Coast

region.

MONTEREY, CA, UNITED STATES, August

4, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Adaptive

Information Systems, a managed IT

services provider headquartered at 380

Main St. in Salinas, California, is making

deliberate adjustments to how it

delivers cybersecurity and proactive IT

management services for local

businesses in response to observable

changes in the threat landscape tied to

the broader adoption of artificial

intelligence tools across both business

operations and malicious activity.

The shift reflects a pattern that

organizations of all sizes are beginning to encounter: AI is no longer a distant or theoretical

consideration for small and mid-sized businesses. It is present in the tools employees use daily,

in the cloud platforms businesses rely on, and increasingly in the methods that bad actors use to

compromise systems, craft convincing phishing attempts, and probe for vulnerabilities. For

What we are seeing is not a

single new threat

category...”

Jesse Alvarado

business owners and operations managers in the

Monterey Bay Area who are not IT professionals,

understanding what this means for their day-to-day

operations is becoming a practical necessity rather than an

abstract concern.

Adaptive Information Systems serves organizations across

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://adaptiveis.net/it-services/co-managed-it-services/
https://adaptiveis.net/it-services/co-managed-it-services/


a range of industries including agriculture, financial services, legal, nonprofit, education, and

healthcare-adjacent operations throughout Salinas, Monterey, Watsonville, Seaside, Pacific

Grove, Carmel, Marina, Hollister, Greenfield, Soledad, and the broader Monterey County region.

The company provides managed IT services, cybersecurity and compliance support, help desk

services, data backup and disaster recovery, cloud infrastructure, VoIP and unified

communications, and related technology management under a proactive, subscription-based

model.

What AI-Related Risks Look Like for Local Organizations

For the businesses Adaptive serves, AI-related risk is not primarily about whether a company has

adopted AI software internally. The more immediate concern is how AI tools are affecting the

sophistication and frequency of attempts to compromise organizational systems from the

outside.

Phishing emails and business email compromise attempts, already among the most common

causes of data incidents for small organizations, are becoming harder to distinguish from

legitimate communications. Language that once contained obvious grammatical errors or

awkward phrasing now frequently reads as fluent and contextually accurate. Employees who

have learned to spot poorly written messages as a signal of a scam are encountering a new class

of attempts that no longer carry those familiar markers.

At the same time, organizations that have begun using AI-assisted productivity tools internally

face a different set of considerations. When employees interact with cloud-based AI platforms,

questions arise about what data is being transmitted, how it is retained, and whether that usage

creates any exposure under California's data privacy requirements or under industry-specific

compliance frameworks relevant to financial services, legal, or healthcare-adjacent operations.

These are not hypothetical scenarios. They are the kinds of questions that organizations in the

Salinas Valley and across the Monterey Peninsula are beginning to raise as they evaluate their

current IT arrangements and consider whether their existing safeguards were designed with

these conditions in mind.

How Adaptive Information Systems Is Responding

Adaptive has incorporated AI-related risk considerations into the way it conducts security

assessments, structures monitoring configurations, and advises clients on internal acceptable

use practices for cloud-connected tools.

Practically, this means several things for client organizations:

Phishing-resistant authentication controls are being prioritized in new and renewed client

configurations, reducing reliance on traditional password-based access that is increasingly

https://adaptiveis.net/it-services/cybersecurity-and-compliance-monterey/
https://adaptiveis.net/blog/ai-email-filtering-small-business-monterey-county/


susceptible to AI-assisted credential attacks.

Endpoint detection and response monitoring configurations are being reviewed with attention to

behavioral signals rather than only signature-based detection, since AI-generated attack

methods may not match known threat patterns in the same way that older attack types do.

Client organizations are receiving clearer guidance on internal AI tool usage, including what

categories of data should not be entered into third-party AI platforms and what baseline policies

a business should have in place before employees begin using these tools regularly.

Backup and disaster recovery postures are being evaluated not only for ransomware resilience

but for the specific scenario in which AI-assisted attacks move faster than traditional detection

workflows, making tested recovery capabilities and documented response procedures more

operationally important than before.

Jesse Alvarado, owner of Adaptive Information Systems, offered the following perspective on the

current environment:

"What we are seeing is not a single new threat category. It is a general increase in the capability

and accessibility of tools that can be used against businesses that do not have strong

foundational security in place. Our job is to make sure the organizations we work with are not

caught flat-footed because their security posture was built for a threat environment that no

longer fully describes what they are actually facing."

Community and Industry Context

Across the broader managed IT sector, providers that work with small and mid-sized businesses

are adapting service delivery models and security frameworks to account for the fact that AI

capabilities are no longer exclusive to large enterprise environments or sophisticated state-

sponsored actors. The tools are widely available, and that availability has lowered the barrier to

entry for a range of malicious activity that was previously more resource-intensive to execute.

For businesses in the Salinas Valley specifically, this context intersects with existing operational

realities. Agriculture operations, financial services firms, law offices, nonprofits, and educational

organizations in the region frequently handle sensitive data and are subject to California's data

breach notification requirements. Many of these organizations operate with lean administrative

staff and limited internal IT resources, which means the gap between the threat environment

and the organization's defensive posture can widen quickly if not actively managed.

The hospitality sector on the Monterey Peninsula, which handles high volumes of payment and

guest data, and the network of small professional services firms spread across communities

from Carmel to King City, face similar exposure. Proactive IT management that accounts for

current threat conditions is one of the more direct ways a local organization can reduce that



exposure without the overhead of building an internal security operation.

Adaptive Information Systems is available to discuss current IT arrangements, conduct

assessments, and help organizations in the Monterey Bay Area understand where their specific

configurations may warrant adjustment in light of the current environment.

Organizations interested in scheduling a consultation can reach Adaptive Information Systems at

the contact information below.

Adaptive Information Systems

380 Main St., Salinas, CA 93901

Phone: 831-644-0300

Email: hello@adaptiveis.net

Website: https://adaptiveis.net

Adaptive Information Systems is a managed IT services provider based in Salinas, California,

serving small and mid-sized businesses across the Monterey Bay Area with cybersecurity, help

desk support, data backup and recovery, cloud infrastructure, and proactive IT management

services.
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