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Promo Direct Highlights Back-to-School
Promotional Product Trends for the 2026
School Year

Promo Direct highlights the top back-to-

school promotional product trends for Pmmg DIRECT

2026, featuring practical, sustainable,

and student-focused branded Promo Direct Highlights

merchandise. BACK"TU-SCH ooL 5
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCT

HENDERSON, NV, UNITED STATES,
August 4, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --
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Henderson, Nevada, July 21, 2026: As For The 2026 School Yeak “

the 2026 academic year approaches,

educational institutions across the

another busy back-to-school season. Product Trends for the 2026 School Year

-

While classroom essentials remain a

priority, many schools and colleges are

also investing in branded promotional products that help introduce students to campus, support

events, and strengthen school identity throughout the year.

According to a National Retail Federation survey, back-to-school and back-to-college shopping

continues to rank among the largest seasonal spending periods in the United States. With
orientation programs, student activities, and community

“ events on the calendar, branded merchandise is

increasingly being incorporated alongside more traditional

school supplies.

Promo Direct has identified several trends influencing

purchasing decisions this year. Buyers are placing greater

emphasis on products that offer lasting value, whether

through everyday use, sustainability, or their ability to

create a stronger sense of connection within school

communities.

Dave Sarro, COO of Promo Direct: "Back-to-school is no

longer just about getting students ready for their first day

of classes. Many institutions are looking for thoughtful

Back-to-school is about
more than supplies. Schools
are choosing practical, long-
lasting promotional
products that welcome
students, build campus
engagement, and
strengthen school spirit”
Dave Sarro, CEO of Promo
Direct
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ways to welcome new students, support campus engagement, and reinforce school spirit
throughout the academic year. The products that tend to make the biggest impact are often the
ones students continue to use long after orientation has ended."

Everyday essentials remain among the most popular choices, with items such as reusable
drinkware, notebooks, backpacks, and technology accessories continuing to see strong interest.
Products made from recycled or reusable materials are also becoming more common as
sustainability remains an important consideration for many purchasing teams.

Orientation and welcome programs continue to influence buying decisions as well. Coordinated
welcome kits are being used to introduce students to campus resources while creating a
consistent experience during the first weeks of the academic year. Similar products are also
finding their way into staff recognition initiatives, alumni outreach, and school events, reflecting
a broader focus on building community across campus.

Technology continues to shape product selection. As digital learning remains part of many
educational environments, accessories that support everyday learning and productivity continue
to be widely selected alongside more traditional promotional items.

As institutions finalize plans for the new academic year, purchasing decisions continue to
balance budget, functionality, sustainability, and student preferences. Together, these factors are
shaping a back-to-school season that places greater emphasis on products with long-term value
rather than one-time giveaways.

About Promo Direct

Established in 1991, Promo Direct is a leading provider of promotional products and branded
merchandise, serving businesses, schools, nonprofits, and organizations throughout the United
States. The company offers a wide range of customizable products designed to support
branding, recognition, events, and community engagement.
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