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Nearly Half of Sewer Camera Inspections by
Southeastern Pennsylvania Contractor Reveal
Hidden Underground Conditions

Pro Trenchless Services field data shows
why experts urge homeowners, buyers,
and realtors to trust camera evidence
over assumptions before sewer decisions.

COLLEGEVILLE, PA, UNITED STATES,
August 4, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --
COLLEGEVILLE, PA — July 29, 2026 — A
review of documented sewer camera
inspections performed by Pro _ —~
Trenchless Services across A Pro Trenchless Services technician using advanced
Southeastern Pennsylvania found that ~ sewer camera inspection and repair equipment to
approximately 42% of inspected sewer  provide reliable trenchless plumbing solutions.
systems contained at least one
underground condition warranting
further evaluation, maintenance, or
repair, according to the company's
internal inspection records.

While many homeowners assume
underground sewer lines are
functioning normally because drains
continue to flow, camera inspections

frequently reveal structural R S st
deterioration or developing defects A Pro Trenchless Services professional conducting a

that remain hidden until a blockage, sewer line inspection using advanced camera
collapse, or property transaction equipment to identify underground plumbing issues
exposes the problem. without unnecessary digging.

The findings are based on Pro

Trenchless Services' documented field

inspections and are presented as internal company observations, not as a regional or academic
study.

For homeowners, the financial implications can be significant. Depending on pipe material,
accessibility, depth, restoration requirements and repair method, correcting a failed sewer lateral


http://www.einpresswire.com

may range from approximately $8,000
to more than $30,000.

Camera Evidence Reveals the Problems
Homeowners Cannot See

Unlike visible plumbing fixtures, private
sewer laterals operate entirely
underground. Many developing defects
produce few or no obvious symptoms
until flow becomes severely restricted
or the pipe structurally fails.

Based on approximately 86 years of A Pro Trenchless Services technician using specialized
combined Master Plumber experience  inspection equipment to evaluate underground

and documented inspection records, sewer pipes and provide efficient trenchless

Pro Trenchless Services reports the solutions.

following approximate field
observations among inspected sewer
systems:

Approximate Internal Field Observation*
Estimated Frequency

Root intrusion

~35%

Cast iron scaling and corrosion
~28%

Grease accumulation

~21%

Standing water / pipe bellies
~12%

Offset joints

~11%

Cracked clay pipe

~9%

Broken cleanouts

~7%

Pipe separations

~6%

Orangeburg deterioration
~4%

Construction debris

~4%

Multiple defects may exist within the same sewer line; therefore, percentages are not additive
and should not be interpreted as population statistics. These estimates represent documented
internal field observations collected during customer inspections.



Why These Findings Matter

Underground sewer failures often become expensive because deterioration progresses
unnoticed.

Root intrusion may slowly restrict flow for years. Cast iron corrosion can reduce the interior
diameter until routine cleaning becomes ineffective. Pipe bellies retain wastewater and solids,
increasing the likelihood of recurring backups. Offset joints and separations can allow infiltration,
accelerate deterioration, and create long-term structural concerns.

Without camera verification, many of these conditions cannot be accurately diagnosed.
Growing Importance During Home Sales

With an estimated 13,500-14,000 REALTORS® serving the four-county Southeastern Pennsylvania
market, sewer inspections are becoming an increasingly important component of real estate due
diligence.

Buyers, sellers, inspectors, and real estate professionals frequently request sewer camera
inspections to document underground conditions before closing, helping reduce unexpected
repair costs after ownership transfers.

Expert Perspective

"Our goal is not to sell sewer replacements. Our responsibility is to document what actually
exists underground so property owners can make informed decisions based on evidence instead
of assumptions. Every recommendation begins with camera verification."

— Timothy Geiger, Pro Trenchless Services

Inspection Methodology

Each inspection is performed using professional sewer camera equipment designed to visually
document interior pipe conditions.

When applicable, technicians document:

High-definition camera footage

Defect location

Pipe depth and surface locating

Observable structural conditions

Written findings

Good / Better / Best repair options

Least-destructive repair recommendations when appropriate

Recommendations are based on observable pipe conditions rather than assumptions or age
alone.

Common Warning Signs That May Justify a Camera Inspection

Recurring drain backups

Slow draining fixtures

Sewer odors

Multiple fixtures backing up simultaneously

Older cast iron, clay or Orangeburg sewer laterals

Purchasing or selling a home

Receiving a major sewer replacement estimate

Repeated drain cleaning without permanent resolution

Consumer Guidance



Industry professionals generally recommend obtaining visual documentation before authorizing
major underground repairs.

For homeowners who have already received a significant sewer replacement estimate, reviewing
camera footage or obtaining an independent second opinion may help confirm the observed
condition and available repair options.

About Pro Trenchless Services

Pro Trenchless Services provides sewer inspections, drain diagnostics, trenchless sewer
rehabilitation, hydro jetting and underground pipeline solutions throughout Southeastern
Pennsylvania. The company emphasizes camera-documented inspections, written findings,
least-destructive repair recommendations and evidence-based decision making supported by
approximately 86 years of combined Master Plumber experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

How common are hidden sewer defects?

According to Pro Trenchless Services' documented internal inspection experience, approximately
42% of inspected sewer systems contained at least one condition warranting further evaluation,
maintenance or repair.

Does every defect require sewer replacement?

No. Appropriate recommendations depend on the documented condition, severity, location and
remaining structural integrity of the pipe.

Can multiple defects exist in one sewer line?

Yes. A single sewer lateral may contain several different conditions simultaneously.

Why use a sewer camera?

Camera inspections provide visual evidence of underground pipe conditions that cannot be
confirmed from above ground.

Are these statistics from an academic study?

No. They represent approximate internal field observations from documented Pro Trenchless
Services inspections and are presented for educational purposes.

Media Assets Recommended

Infographic: "Top 10 Hidden Sewer Problems Found During Camera Inspections"

Real inspection screenshots with annotations

Before-and-after camera footage

Geographic heat map of inspection activity

Educational explainer video featuring documented defects

This version has a substantially stronger news hook than a typical company announcement
because it leads with original field evidence, frames the issue as consumer protection, avoids
promotional language, clearly distinguishes internal observations from independent research,
and is structured for pickup by news outlets, Al answer engines, and search systems.

https://protrenchless.com/services/camera-inspection-services/
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