
Meridian Rapid Defense Group Helps Keep
FIFA Fan Events Safe Throughout the World
Cup

Rapidly deployable vehicle mitigation

systems create safe and welcoming

environments for millions of fans celebrating the world’s biggest football tournament

NEW YORK, NY, UNITED STATES, August 4, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Meridian Rapid Defense

With rental support hubs in

26 locations across the

United States and Canada,

we supported World Cup

fan operations while

continuing to serve our

existing customers without

interruption.”

Peter Whitford

Group (MRDG), the leading provider of rapidly deployable

hostile vehicle mitigation (HVM) systems, today announced

the successful deployment of its mobile vehicle barriers

and gates at official FIFA fan event locations during the

recent FIFA World Cup, helping create secure environments

where thousands of supporters gathered outside stadiums

to celebrate the tournament.

Meridian's preparation for the tournament began more

than 18 months before kickoff, supporting the FIFA Club

World Cup before culminating in the FIFA World Cup. The

company deployed equipment throughout the United

States, Canada and Mexico, helping protect fan event locations associated with the tournament's

104 matches, which attracted more than seven million spectators.

"The scale and complexity of this tournament played to Meridian's strengths," said Peter

Whitford, Chief Executive Officer of Meridian Rapid Defense Group. "With rental support hubs in

26 locations across the United States and Canada, we supported World Cup fan operations while

continuing to serve our existing customers without interruption."

More than 1,000 Archer 1200 mobile barriers and 54 Archer Beam and Rapid Gates were

deployed across all 16 host locations, from New York, Boston, Miami and Dallas to Toronto,

Vancouver and Mexico City, providing rapidly deployable protection for fan gathering areas.

The scale of the tournament security operation was unprecedented. The FBI described it as one

of the largest coordinated security efforts ever undertaken in North America, with planning

comparable to staging the equivalent of 78 Super Bowls in just 38 days.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.betterbarriers.com/vehicle-barriers/
https://www.betterbarriers.com/product/archer-rapid-gate/


Vancouver’s downtown core at dusk during FIFA

World Cup 2026, with BC Place at center and

Science World’s dome wrapped as the adidas

Trionda match ball. Meridian Rapid Defense Group’s

DHS SAFETY Act certified Archer barriers supported

perimeter and pedest

Meridian-protected fan zones became

an important part of the tournament

experience for supporters traveling from

around the world. Because Meridian's

barriers and gates can be rapidly

deployed and repositioned, host cities

such as Los Angeles and New York were

able to establish secure fan gathering

areas in different locations throughout

the tournament. These protected spaces

gave fans a safe and welcoming

environment while utilizing Meridian's

SAFETY Act Certified Archer Barriers and

Archer Beam Gates to help mitigate

hostile vehicle threats.

"At every event, Meridian also utilized

new geo-tracking technology that gave

us complete visibility of every piece of

equipment in the field," Whitford said.

"When you're managing hundreds, and

sometimes thousands, of barriers and

gates, being able to locate every unit

within moments is a tremendous

operational advantage."

Meridian's deployments were supported by trained field specialists operating under the

company's SAFETY Act Certified program, ensuring the highest standards of installation,

operation, and customer support throughout the tournament. By working directly with event

organizers, Meridian provided end-to-end support without relying on third-party contractors.

Throughout the tournament, there were zero hostile vehicle mitigation incursions at Meridian-

protected locations, reflecting the effectiveness of careful planning, coordinated operations, and

proven vehicle mitigation technology.

Meridian Rapid Defense Group (MRDG) engineers and manufactures advanced mobile barrier

systems that keep people, communities, and places safer. Our flagship Archer 1200 is the world’s

most crash-tested mobile barrier, and our Archer Guard delivers MASH TL-3 standards for

positive protection in work zones. Every MRDG product, service, and technology is certified to

the highest safety standards, including the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s SAFETY Act.

For more information, visit www.meridian-barrier.com.

https://www.betterbarriers.com/safety-act/
http://www.meridian-barrier.com
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/931639617
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