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With updated 2026 California building

standards, Monterey Peninsula

homeowners are seeking clearer

guidance on the masonry fireplace

construction process.

MONTEREY PENINSULA, CA, UNITED

STATES, August 4, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Stonecap

Masonry Inc., a licensed C-29 masonry

contractor based in Salinas, California,

is responding to an observable

increase in homeowner inquiries about

the scope, permitting requirements,

and structural considerations involved

in masonry fireplace construction

across the Monterey Peninsula. The

company, which holds CSLB License

1073620 and serves residential and

commercial clients throughout Salinas,

Carmel, Pebble Beach, Carmel Valley,

and Pacific Grove, reports that questions about fireplace builds have grown more detailed, with

homeowners asking not only about materials and cost but about what the construction process

actually requires from the ground up.

The trend reflects a broader shift in how property owners approach masonry projects.

Homeowners who have had prior contractor experiences that fell short of expectations are now

asking more specific questions before committing to a project. Questions about footing

requirements, firebox dimensions, clearances, and what triggers a permit have become routine

parts of early consultations.

California's 2025 building standards update, which carries an effective date of January 1, 2026,

applies to permitted masonry fireplace construction throughout the state, including projects in

Monterey County. The updated framework governs structural components, combustion air

requirements, and clearance specifications for masonry fireplaces and their associated
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People often come to us

thinking about what they

want the fireplace to look

like...”

Candelario Perez

chimneys. Because requirements can vary based on

jurisdiction and project scope, homeowners are

encouraged to consult directly with their local planning or

building department to confirm what applies to their

specific property and project type. What the 2026 code

cycle makes clear, however, is that masonry fireplace

construction is a regulated activity, and the work requires a

contractor whose license classification covers that scope.

In California, the C-29 masonry contractor classification issued by the Contractors State License

Board covers the full range of masonry work, including fireplace construction, chimney work,

firebox installation, and associated structural masonry. Homeowners considering a masonry

fireplace build can verify any contractor's current license status, classification, and standing

through the CSLB's official license check tool at www.cslb.ca.gov. Stonecap Masonry holds an

active C-29 license under number 1073620, and the company is bonded and insured.

What Masonry Fireplace Construction Actually Involves

A masonry fireplace is not a surface feature. It is a structural system that begins below grade and

rises through or alongside a structure, and every component of that system is load-bearing or

combustion-related in some way. The process involves several distinct phases that must be

completed in sequence and to specification.

Foundation and footing work. A masonry fireplace requires a dedicated concrete footing, sized

and positioned to carry the weight of the structure above. Footing depth and dimensions are

determined by local code and soil conditions, not by the size of the visible fireplace opening.

Firebox construction. The firebox, the chamber where combustion occurs, must be built to

specific dimensional ratios that govern how efficiently it draws air and exhausts smoke. These

ratios are not cosmetic decisions. They affect performance, safety, and whether the fireplace will

pass inspection.

Smoke chamber and damper placement. Above the firebox sits the smoke chamber, which

transitions combustion gases into the flue. The geometry of this chamber, combined with

damper placement and throat dimensions, determines how well the fireplace drafts. An

improperly built smoke chamber is a common source of smoky interiors and poor draw.

Flue and chimney construction. The flue must be sized to match the firebox opening, lined

appropriately for the fuel type, and constructed plumb to ensure proper draft. The chimney

must extend a minimum distance above the roofline as specified by code, and the cap and crown

must be detailed to prevent water intrusion.

http://www.cslb.ca.gov


Material selection for coastal conditions. On the Monterey Peninsula, the marine environment

adds a practical variable that does not apply in inland California. Salt air, moisture cycling, and

the region's seismic profile all bear on material selection for an outdoor masonry fireplace or

one built on an exterior wall. Mortar mix design, stone selection, and veneer anchorage methods

should all account for coastal exposure if the project is sited on or near the coast.

"People often come to us thinking about what they want the fireplace to look like," said

Candelario Perez, owner of Stonecap Masonry Inc. "The conversation almost always has to start

with what is underneath it and what surrounds it, because those decisions drive everything else,

including the cost, the timeline, and whether the project is going to pass inspection."

The distinction between an outdoor fireplace and an interior masonry fireplace also matters for

permitting and compliance purposes. Both require permits in most jurisdictions, but the specific

requirements differ. Outdoor fireplaces built on the Monterey Peninsula may also be subject to

Monterey Bay Air Resources District rules governing fuel type and burn conditions, which can

affect whether a wood-burning configuration is permissible at a given site. Homeowners should

confirm applicable air district requirements with their contractor or local planning department

before finalizing fuel type.

Stonecap Masonry builds masonry fireplaces for both indoor and outdoor applications and

handles the structural scope of the project from footing excavation through final inspection. For

projects requiring gas line connections, the company coordinates with licensed plumbing or gas

contractors to ensure that work is completed by the appropriate licensed trade.

The company's portfolio includes fireplace construction projects in Carmel, Carmel Valley,

Salinas, and surrounding communities on the Monterey Peninsula. Project inquiries are accepted

through the company's website at stonecapmasonry.com or by phone.

About Stonecap Masonry Inc.

Stonecap Masonry Inc. is a licensed, bonded, and insured C-29 masonry contractor based in

Salinas, California, serving the Monterey Peninsula including Carmel, Pebble Beach, Carmel

Valley, and Pacific Grove. CSLB License 1073620.

Contact:

Candelario Perez

Stonecap Masonry Inc.

831-262-0442

stonecap2020@outlook.com

https://stonecapmasonry.com/

Candelario Perez

Stonecap Masonry, Inc.

https://stonecapmasonry.com/fire-pits/
https://stonecapmasonry.com/


+1 831-262-0442

email us here

Visit us on social media:

LinkedIn

Instagram

Facebook

YouTube

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/931684014

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2026 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.

http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/9549646
https://www.linkedin.com/company/stonecap-masonry/
https://www.instagram.com/stonecap2020
https://www.facebook.com/StonecapMasonryInc
https://www.youtube.com/@StonecapMasonryInc
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/931684014
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

