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"Bankole Thompson: The Obligation of
Conscience in the American Experiment”
Celebrates Life Dedicated to Truth, Justice
and Moral Responsibility of Leadership

DETROIT, MI, UNITED STATES, August 4,
2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Before an
audience of leading business, civic,
philanthropic and community leaders
from Michigan and around the country,
a new short film chronicling the
remarkable journey and impact of
nationally acclaimed journalist, author,
public intellectual and standard-bearer
for economic justice Bankole
Thompson premiered during The
PULSE Institute's 2026 National Civil
Rights Leadership Dinner and Awards
on July 29 at the Detroit Athletic Club.

Titled "Bankole Thompson: The
Obligation of Conscience in the
American Experiment,"
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D
oTIDoNHz70&t=4s) the film traces
Thompson's evolution from an
ambitious young journalist into one of
America's most respected voices on
economic justice, democracy and
moral leadership. More than a
biography, the film presents journalism
as a moral calling and an obligation to
give voice to those too often unheard,

Short Film on National Impact of Bankole
Thompson Premieres at PULSE Institute
National Civil Rights Leadership Dinner

THE PULSE
INSTITUTE

“The American promise endures ;
because every generation s given E )
the opportunity to answer fear o '&ll]lﬂ

with hope, injustice with courage, um ' m
and division with moral i =

leadership.”

Bankole Thompson speaking at The PuLSE Institute
2026 National Civil Rights Leadership Dinner
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Gary Torgow, the Chairman of Huntington National
Bank speaking at The PuLSE Institute 2026 National
Civil Rights Leadership Dinner. Torgow was this year's
Dinner Chairman
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to challenge institutions to pursue
justice, and to help shape a nation
worthy of its highest democratic
ideals.

The premiere was among the defining
moments of the evening, receiving an
enthusiastic response from an
audience representing the highest
levels of business, healthcare,
education, philanthropy, government,
labor and civic leadership.

The Dinner was chaired by Gary
Torgow, one of America's leading
business titans and the Chairman of
Huntington National Bank, who also
received The PuLSE Institute's
Founder's Medal of Conscience and
Justice, one of the organization's
highest honors recognizing exemplary
moral leadership, civic responsibility
and enduring service to the common
good.

In his remarks, Torgow paid heartfelt
tribute to Thompson's decades of
principled journalism, civic leadership
and unwavering commitment to
advancing economic justice. Calling
Thompson a dear friend, Torgow
praised his moral courage, the integrity
of his voice and his enduring
contributions to the civic life of Detroit
and the nation. His remarks reflected
the deep mutual respect and
admiration shared by the two leaders
and underscored the central theme of
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Civil rights leader Jim Vincent (Center) receives the
PULSE Guardian of Democracy and Economic Justice
Award. He is flanked by PuLSE founder Bankole
Thompson and Attorney Tina M. Patterson, the

President and General Counsel of PuLSE

Guests seated at The PULSE Institute 2026 National
Civil Rights Leadership Dinner

the evening: that enduring leadership is measured not only by success, but by service,
conscience and the willingness to stand for what is right.

Among the distinguished guests were Jerry Norcia, Executive Chairman of DTE Energy; Tricia
Keith, President and Chief Executive Officer of Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan; Attorney Tina



M. Patterson, President and General
Counsel of The PuLSE Institute; and
numerous other prominent leaders
from throughout Michigan and across
the country.

The evening also celebrated one of the
defining relationships in Thompson's
public life.

Among the evening's honorees was
veteran civil rights leader Jim Vincent,
who received The PuLSE Institute's
Guardian of Democracy and Economic
Justice Award. Vincent and Thompson
have shared a friendship and mutual
respect spanning nearly two decades.

Gary Torgow, Chairman of Huntington National Bank,
During his 12-year tenure as President ~ Bankole Thompson, Founder and Chairman of The
of the Providence Branch of the NAACP  PULSE Institute and Jerry Norcia, the Executive
in Rhode Island, Vincent made what Chairman of DTE Energy at The PuLSE Institute 2026
many viewed at the time as a bold and National Civil Rights Leadership Dinner.
unconventional decision by inviting a
young Bankole Thompson to deliver
the keynote address at the Branch's 98th Annual Freedom Fund Dinner. Thompson became the
first Freedom Fund Dinner keynote speaker selected during Vincent's presidency and the
youngest keynote speaker in the history of the Providence Branch's Freedom Fund Dinner.
Although some questioned Vincent's decision because of Thompson's age, Vincent remained
unwavering, convinced that Thompson possessed an extraordinary moral voice, intellectual
depth and uncommon leadership potential.

Vincent did not simply invite Thompson, he rolled out the red carpet for him. Before Thompson
arrived at the Marriott Hotel ballroom in Providence, then-Rhode Island Governor Lincoln
Chafee, along with distinguished civic, business and community leaders from across Rhode
Island, were already seated on the speaker dais awaiting his arrival. Vincent ensured that
Thompson was welcomed with the dignity and respect befitting the evening's keynote speaker.
Following Thompson's address, Governor Chafee presented him with an official State of Rhode
Island and Providence Plantations Citation, recognizing his keynote address and his
contributions to the ongoing pursuit of justice and civic leadership.

The following year, Vincent invited the late Congressman and civil rights icon John Lewis to serve
as keynote speaker, establishing a remarkable succession of nationally respected voices at one
of Rhode Island's premier civil rights events.



Speaking during his acceptance remarks in Detroit, Vincent reflected on that decision before an
audience of distinguished leaders. Looking at Thompson's body of work today as a nationally
acclaimed journalist, founder and chairman of The PuLSE Institute, author, public intellectual
and one of America's leading advocates for economic justice, Vincent said he felt vindicated for
believing in Thompson when others questioned his judgment. His comments drew sustained
applause and underscored an enduring truth: authentic leadership often requires the courage to
recognize greatness long before history does.

Later, Thompson presented Vincent with one of The PuLSE Institute's highest honors, bringing
full circle a story of conviction, mentorship and leadership that has spanned nearly twenty
years.

Produced as both a historical reflection and a call to civic responsibility, the film chronicles
Thompson's decades-long commitment to advancing conversations on race, poverty, economic
justice and democratic renewal. It highlights his work as founder and chairman of The PuLSE
Institute, his career as a twice-weekly opinion columnist for The Detroit News, his authorship of
seven books, and his unwavering belief that ideas shape institutions, institutions shape society
and moral leadership ultimately shapes history.

"Every generation must decide whether it will merely inherit history or help shape it," Thompson
said. "This film is ultimately not about one person's journey. It is about the enduring obligation
each of us has to use whatever influence we possess in service of truth, justice, opportunity and
hope."

Inspired by the enduring traditions of Frederick Douglass, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and other
architects of American push for equality, the film places Thompson's work within the continuing
struggle to build a nation where justice is measured not simply by what is promised, but by what
is lived.

The premiere reinforced the theme of this year's PULSE Institute National Civil Rights Leadership
Dinner:

"The Promise of America: Advancing Justice, Expanding Opportunity, Sustaining Hope."

More than a documentary about one individual, "Bankole Thompson: The Obligation of
Conscience in the American Experiment" is a reflection on the responsibilities of leadership, the
indispensable role of principled journalism, and the moral obligation each generation bears to
leave America stronger, more compassionate and more just than it found it.

BANKOLE THOMPSON
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