
45 Years of Cowpunk: How Jason & the
Scorchers Changed American Music Forever

Jason & the Scorchers

On the 45th anniversary of their

founding, one of Nashville's most

influential bands gets the recognition it

always deserved.

NASHVILLE, TN, UNITED STATES, August

4, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- On July 4,

1981, a 22-year-old from an Illinois hog

farm drove into Nashville in a 1971

Econoline van with no connections, no

contacts, and no backup plan. Within

weeks, Jason Ringenberg had

assembled three of the city's most

fearless musicians and formed a band

that would permanently alter the

course of American music. Forty-five

years later, Jason & the Scorchers are

recognized around the world as the

band that made cowpunk a genre and

gave alt-country its blueprint.

The story of Jason & the Scorchers is the story of a sound that no one had a name for.

Ringenberg showed up in Nashville carrying the spirit of Bob Dylan and Merle Haggard alongside

the energy of The Ramones. He found a like-minded guitarist in Warner Hodges, whose playing

critics would later describe as 

"Clarence White meets Angus Young." Add drummer Perry Baggs and bassist Jeff Johnson, and

the four of them created something the music industry didn't know how to sell and couldn't

ignore. Rolling Stone called them a band that "singlehandedly re-wrote the history of rock and

roll in the South."

Their debut EP, Reckless Country Soul, arrived in 1982 and captured the raw, live-wire energy of a

band playing like the world depended on it. In 1983, their follow-up EP, Fervor, placed third on

the Village Voice's Pazz and Jop Critics Poll -- one of the most respected year-end rankings in

American music journalism. Robert Christgau, the dean of American rock criticism, praised

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://jasonringenberg.com/home
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jason_%26_the_Scorchers


Ringenberg for leading "a band no one can accuse of fecklessness, dabbling, revivalism, or undue

irony." The Guardian called their cover of Bob Dylan's "Absolutely Sweet Marie" "a staggeringly

exciting version."

Their 1985 album Lost & Found is still considered by many critics to be their masterpiece.

AllMusic's Mark Deming called it "the best record this fine band would ever make." The music

video for "White Lies" received heavy MTV airplay -- their biggest brush with mainstream

exposure. The NME named them "the greatest rock showmen of 1985." And yet rock radio

stations found them too country while country radio found them too rock -- a paradox

Ringenberg summed up with characteristic directness: "I guess we were pioneers. But the

pioneers take the arrows."

Forty-five years on, the band's influence runs through the entire Americana genre and beyond.

Dwight Yoakam, the Kentucky Headhunters, Kings of Leon, and countless others have cited them

as a direct inspiration. The Americana Music Association honored them with its Lifetime

Achievement Award in Performance in 2008, presented at Nashville's Ryman Auditorium. Jason &

the Scorchers didn't just predict the future of American music -- they built it.

ABOUT JASON AND THE SCORCHERS

Jason & the Scorchers are a Nashville-based rock band formed in 1981. Widely regarded as

founders of the cowpunk and alt-country movements, they have released eight studio albums

and received the Americana Music Association's Lifetime Achievement Award in Performance.

The band is led by vocalist and songwriter Jason Ringenberg, with guitarist Warner Hodges as a

constant creative partner.
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