
Trademark Attorney Explains Why Delayed
Brand Protection Often Leads to Costly
Rebrands

A cease-and-desist can force an expensive rebrand. Filing a trademark early helps protect your

business, brand, and future.

CHICAGO, IL, UNITED STATES, August 6, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Filing a trademark early can

help protect a business's brand and future, according to trademark attorney Joey Vitale.

One letter from an unfamiliar attorney can unravel years of brand building, and it happens more

often than most business owners realize.

Business owners spend years building their brands. Their name is on their website, their

packaging, their social media, their email list. Customers know them by it. Then one day, a letter

arrives from an attorney they have never heard of, telling them to stop using it immediately.

According to trademark attorney Joey Vitale of Indie Law, this scenario plays out regularly, and it

is almost always preventable.

"A cease and desist letter is one of the most disruptive things that can happen to a growing

business," said Vitale. "In most cases I see, it could have been avoided entirely if the owner had

filed a trademark early on."

Why Business Owners Wait

Most entrepreneurs put trademarks on the back burner. They are focused on building, selling,

and growing. Legal protection feels like something to handle later. The problem is that

trademark rights in the United States are largely first-come, first-served. Whoever files first

generally wins.

That means another business in the same industry or market can file a trademark application for

that name first. Once registered, they have the legal right to demand that the original owner stop

using it.

"I have worked with business owners who had to change their name after five, seven, even ten

years in business," Vitale said. "New website. New packaging. New everything. The financial and
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emotional cost is enormous, and it didn't have to happen."

What a Forced Rebrand Actually Costs

The costs of rebranding go far beyond legal fees. Business owners face expenses tied to

redesigning logos, updating websites, reprinting materials, notifying customers, and rebuilding

search engine visibility under a new name. For established businesses, the total cost can reach

tens of thousands of dollars or more.

Beyond the financial hit, there is the cost to customer trust and brand recognition. Years of

referrals and reputation built under one name do not automatically transfer to a new one.

The Earlier They File, The Better

Federal trademark registration typically takes 9 to 12 months, sometimes longer. That means the

best time for business owners to start the process is before a problem arises, not after. Filing

early secures their place in line at the USPTO and puts the legal presumption of ownership on

their side.

Indie Law focuses exclusively on trademark law and has helped over 2,500 businesses legally

own their brands, with a 99.7% success rate.

"Trademark protection is not just a legal formality," Vitale said. "It is how you make sure

everything you've built actually belongs to you."

What Business Owners Should Do Next

The first step is finding out whether a brand name is available and protectable. A comprehensive

trademark search provides that answer. From there, an experienced trademark attorney can

handle the entire filing process on the business owner's behalf.

Additional information about trademark protection is available at indielaw.com.

About Indie Law

Indie Law is a trademark law firm serving entrepreneurs, creatives, and growing businesses

across the United States. Founded by trademark attorney Joey Vitale, Indie Law focuses

exclusively on trademark law, helping clients protect their brands through federal trademark

registration, comprehensive searches, and ongoing brand monitoring. With over 2,500

trademarks filed and a 99.7% success rate, Indie Law is the trademark firm other law firms trust.

Learn more at indielaw.com.
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