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Out of Hand Marks 25 Years of Dialogue and
Social Change through the Arts with 2026-
2027 Season

Anniversary Season Features New Productions Designed to Bring Communities Together

ATLANTA, GA, UNITED STATES, August 7, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Out of Hand, the award-
winning social impact arts organization, today announced its 2026-2027 season which also
marks 25 years using theater to drive conversation, build empathy and inspire action. The
season features original productions, community-centered performances, facilitated dialogues,
youth programming and innovative partnerships that strengthen communities through the
arts.

Quotables

“As America also marks a milestone this year, Out of Hand'’s 25th anniversary season invites
audiences to reflect on where we've been and how we move forward together,” said Co-
Executive Director and Artistic Director Ariel Fristoe.

“Through performances, civic collaborations, workplace programming and community
conversations, we are thrilled to continue our mission of creating spaces where empathy leads
to understanding and dialogue becomes a catalyst for lasting change,” said Co-Executive Director
and Activism Director Adria Kitchens.

Out of Hand Theater

Shows in Homes

Shows in Homes feature one-act plays on community issues produced in living rooms across
Metro Atlanta. By transforming living rooms into stages for dialogue, hosts create opportunities
for neighbors to engage in honest conversations about issues affecting the community and
become part of the solution.

"Status" by Anterior Leverett

Opening August 22

"Status" follows members of an HIV/AIDS support group who rally around a newly diagnosed
man struggling to reconcile his diagnosis with the life he has built. "Status" is presented through
Out of Hand’s partnership with the AIDS Healthcare Foundation and the Black Leadership AIDS
Crisis Coalition (BLACC). The intimate production shines a light on HIV in Atlanta, where
approximately one in 51 people is living with HIV, which is nearly twice the national average, and


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.outofhandtheater.com/shows-in-homes-theater

where Black, Hispanic, and LGBTQ+ communities are disproportionately affected.

"Anybody's Game" by Kelundra Smith

Opening February 5, 2027

"Anybody’s Game" examines economic mobility in Atlanta through stories of working families
navigating the region’s affordability crisis. Inspired in part by Brian Goldstone’s Pulitzer Prize-
winning book, There Is No Place for Us, the production shares the experiences of residents living
in an Atlanta extended stay motel and explores how, in the game of life, winning is often based
on circumstances beyond our control. "Anybody’s Game" was developed in partnership with
Mayor Andre Dickens, United Way of Greater Atlanta, the Atlanta Regional Commission, and
Atlanta Way 2.0.

Out of Hand Dinners, a theatrical monologue or play sets the stage for a facilitated dialogue
rooted in the values of equity and inclusion during a meal, either virtually or in person. Using our
award-winning Equitable Dinners model, theater and a meal become a space for courageous
community conversation.

We Hold These Truths

Returning for another season, the We Hold These Truths series includes four short plays which
spark conversations about American democracy, identity and the future of our country:
"American Dream," written by Jeilianne Vazquez, examines immigration through the perspective
of a Latino teen

"Ancestral Reckoning," written by Marcie Rendon, examines our past and our future through a
Native American perspective

"Faded Dream," written by Melissa Simmons, examines the impact of unemployment and the
disillusionment of the American economic dream from the perspective of a rural White father
"Tell Them About the Dream," written by Dana Stringer, examines the power of dreams,
imagination and community from the perspective of a Black, Southern pastor

Out of Hand Dinners for Organizations

Out of Hand has partnered with businesses and organizations across metro Atlanta to provide
opportunities for meaningful dialogue and stronger organizational culture. These customized
facilitated experiences help teams build trust, strengthen communication and navigate complex
conversations through the organization's unique blend of storytelling, shared meals and
structured dialogue.

Out of Hand Impact

Creative Kids

Theater classes for students in underserved Atlanta schools build confidence, empathy and self-
expression through free, in-school and after-school programming year-round. Students develop
storytelling, creativity and collaboration skills that extend beyond the stage. In 2025-2026, 96% of
students improved in communication, collaboration, creativity and confidence, based on teacher
assessments. This season, Creative Kids will provide 600 classes for 400 students.


https://www.equitabledinners.com/we-hold-these-truths

Equitable Vaccines
With support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and in partnership with Performance

Hypothesis, Out of Hand will continue its nationally recognized “EqVax” program, attending civic
and community events throughout Atlanta. The program combines evidence-based information
with authentic storytelling to foster trust and informed decision-making.

Civic Collaborations

Partnership with Status: Home

Opening Winter 2027

Out of Hand has partnered with Status: Home, Atlanta’s oldest and largest HIV/AIDS permanent
supportive housing for homeless or low-income individuals and families impacted by HIV/AIDS.
Building on the themes from Status, this series examines housing, community and the fullness
of the lives of people beyond their housing challenges and HIV status. The series offers
audiences the opportunity to see the real life stories of people behind the numbers.

Celebrating 25 Years

Since its founding in 2001, the organization has become a national leader in social impact
theater, using performances, facilitated dialogue and community partnerships to address issues
ranging from racial equity and public health to housing, democracy and belonging. The
2026-2027 season honors that legacy while looking ahead to its next chapter, reaffirming the
organization's commitment to using the arts as a catalyst for stronger, more connected
communities. Additional performance dates, venues, ticket information and registration for
community events will be announced throughout the anniversary season.

About Out of Hand

Founded in 2001, Out of Hand is an award-winning social impact arts organization that uses
theater, conversation and creative experiences to build empathy, strengthen communities and
inspire action. Now celebrating its 25th anniversary, Out of Hand continues to create original
productions, facilitated dialogue, educational programming and community partnerships that
bring people together across differences to engage with the issues shaping our world.

#HH

Out of Hand

email us here

Ariel Fristoe

Visit us on social media:
LinkedIn

Instagram

Facebook

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/932334875


https://equitablevaccines.com/
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/9555078
https://www.linkedin.com/company/out-of-hand-theater
https://www.instagram.com/outofhandatl/
https://www.facebook.com/outofhandATL/
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/932334875

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2026 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

