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Preparing Homes Before Hurricane Season
Can Help Reduce Storm-Related Damage

KNOXVILLE, TN, UNITED STATES, August
7, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --

As hurricane season approaches each
year, homeowners across many parts
of the United States begin evaluating
how prepared their properties are for
severe weather. High winds, heavy
rainfall, flying debris, and extended
power outages can place significant
stress on homes, making advance
preparation an important part of
reducing potential storm-related
damage. Taking time to inspect and
maintain key areas of a property
before storms develop allows
homeowners to address concerns under safer and less stressful conditions.

The roof serves as one of the home's primary defenses during severe weather. Loose or

damaged shingles, deteriorated flashing, worn sealants,
“ and aging roofing materials may become more vulnerable
when exposed to hurricane-force winds and heavy rainfall.
Routine roof inspections before hurricane season can help
identify maintenance needs before storms place additional
stress on the roofing system.

Preparing a home before
hurricane season begins
allows homeowners to
identify maintenance needs
while weather conditions
remain favorable”

Tony Moore

Gutters and downspouts also play an important role in
storm preparation. Leaves, twigs, and other debris can
restrict water flow, causing rainwater to overflow and

potentially collect near the home's foundation. Cleaning gutters and ensuring downspouts direct
water away from the structure helps improve drainage during periods of heavy rainfall.

Trees and landscaping deserve careful attention before hurricane season begins. Dead limbs,
weakened branches, and overgrown trees located near the home may become hazards during
high winds. Pruning damaged branches and removing unhealthy trees when necessary can help


http://www.einpresswire.com

reduce the likelihood of falling debris
causing damage to roofs, windows,
vehicles, or utility lines.

Windows and exterior doors should
also be inspected for signs of wear or
damage. Loose weatherstripping,
deteriorated seals, damaged frames, or
cracked glass may become vulnerable
during severe storms. Homeowners
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as part of long-term preparedness
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Garage doors represent another

important consideration. Large garage

doors may be exposed to substantial

wind pressure during hurricanes. Reinforcement systems or hurricane-rated garage doors may
improve structural performance under severe weather conditions depending on local building
requirements and individual property needs.

Exterior siding, trim, and soffits should also be evaluated. Loose materials can become detached
during strong winds, creating additional opportunities for water intrusion or wind damage.
Addressing minor repairs before hurricane season may help prevent more extensive damage
during severe storms.

Outdoor furniture, grills, decorative items, and recreational equipment should be included in
storm preparation plans. Patio furniture, planters, umbrellas, playground equipment, and other
loose objects can become airborne during high winds. Establishing a plan for securing or storing
these items before storms arrive helps reduce potential property damage.

Homeowners should also inspect fences, gates, sheds, and detached structures for structural
stability. Loose panels, deteriorated fasteners, and weakened framing may become more
susceptible to wind damage if left unaddressed before hurricane season.

Electrical preparedness is another important component of storm planning. Portable generators
should be inspected, tested, and operated according to manufacturer guidelines. Fuel supplies
should be stored safely in approved containers, and homeowners should review safe generator
operation procedures to reduce the risk of carbon monoxide exposure or electrical hazards.



Emergency supply kits should include drinking water, nonperishable food, flashlights, batteries,
first aid supplies, medications, important documents, portable phone chargers, and weather
radios. Preparing these supplies before hurricane season reduces last-minute shortages when
storms begin approaching.

Homeowners are also encouraged to review insurance policies annually. Understanding available
coverage, deductibles, documentation requirements, and exclusions before a storm occurs helps
simplify the claims process if damage takes place. Maintaining current photographs of the home
and valuable possessions may also assist with post-storm documentation.

Drainage around the home should not be overlooked. Proper grading helps direct water away
from the foundation, while clear drainage paths reduce standing water during periods of heavy
rainfall. Inspecting drainage systems before hurricane season may help minimize localized
flooding around the property.

Attics should also be inspected periodically for signs of roof leaks, moisture intrusion, or
inadequate ventilation. Identifying water stains or structural concerns before hurricane season
provides an opportunity to complete repairs before storms introduce additional moisture into
the roofing system.

Communication planning represents another valuable preparedness measure. Families should
establish emergency contact information, evacuation routes, meeting locations, and methods for
receiving weather updates. Remaining informed through local emergency management agencies
and weather authorities supports timely decision-making as storms develop.

Routine home maintenance throughout the year often contributes significantly to hurricane
readiness. Addressing minor roofing repairs, replacing damaged exterior materials, maintaining
drainage systems, and inspecting structural components on a regular basis may reduce the
number of issues requiring attention as hurricane season approaches.

"Preparing a home before hurricane season begins allows homeowners to identify maintenance
needs while weather conditions remain favorable," said Tony Moore, founder of Tony's Roofs in
Knoxville, Tennessee. "Regular roof inspections, exterior maintenance, tree trimming, and storm
preparation planning can help reduce potential damage when severe weather arrives."

Although no preparation can eliminate every risk associated with hurricanes, proactive
maintenance and thoughtful planning help strengthen a home's ability to withstand challenging
weather conditions. By addressing roofing, drainage, landscaping, structural maintenance, and
emergency preparedness before storms develop, homeowners can improve readiness while
reducing the likelihood of preventable storm-related damage.
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