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Forthcoming Historical Biography by Bruce
McLennan Reintroduces Scottish Theologian
David Dickson

Coming soon, The Life and Times of David
Dickson (c.1583-1662) traces the pastor,
professor and Covenanter who shaped
17th-century Scotland.

DAVID DICKSO

Pastor, Professor, Leading Covenanter

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM, August
10, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- A
forthcoming historical biography by
Bruce McLennan will restore attention
to one of the most influential yet often
overlooked figures of the seventeenth-
century Scottish Kirk. The Life and B o
Times of David Dickson (c.1583-1662),
scheduled for release soon, draws

upon manuscripts, archival collections,
church records, correspondence,
contemporary accounts and a wide
body of historical scholarship. It follows
Dickson from his early formation in
Glasgow to his work as a parish pastor, university professor, theologian, Covenanter and writer
of biblical commentaries intended for ordinary readers.

Official cover of The Life and Times of David Dickson
by Bruce McLennan.

David Dickson lived through a period in which the structure, worship and public position of the
Scottish church were repeatedly contested. Born around
“ 1583, he studied at Glasgow University, graduated in 1609
and served as a Regent, or Professor of Philosophy. In
1618, he was ordained as minister of Irvine parish church
in North Ayrshire. His resistance to religious innovations
imposed by episcopal authorities led to his temporary exile
in Turriff in 1622. McLennan presents that disruption not
simply as a political episode, but as a formative pastoral

The last thing he wanted
was for his hearers to be
attracted to himself and
miss Christ.”

Bruce McLennan

experience that influenced Dickson's preaching, ministry and later writing.
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A Life Set Against a Nation in Upheaval

The biography places Dickson's story within the rapidly changing religious and political world of
Scotland under James VI and |, Charles |, the Covenanting movement, the Westminster Assembly,
Cromwellian rule and the Restoration of Charles Il. Readers encounter the 1592 Charter of
Presbytery, the Five Articles of Perth, the 1637 resistance to the new liturgy, the signing of the
National Covenant in 1638, the upheavals of civil war and the eventual dismantling of the
Covenanters’ settlement after 1660.

Within that larger history, McLennan shows Dickson as an active participant rather than a distant
observer. He helped present a petition opposing the imposed liturgy, served as a ministerial
representative in the Four Tables, travelled with Alexander Henderson and Andrew Cant to
Aberdeen in support of the National Covenant, addressed the Glasgow General Assembly of
1638 and became Moderator of the General Assembly in 1639. He was also involved in work
connected with a new Directory for Public Worship and later sought, alongside other ministers,
to preserve Presbyterian church government during years of profound instability.

Pastor, Teacher and Writer for Ordinary Readers

McLennan gives particular attention to the pastoral dimension of Dickson’s career. His ministry
at Irvine coincided with the Stewarton Revival, a period associated with widespread spiritual
awakening. The book portrays a preacher concerned with the sufficiency of Scripture, the
necessity of grace, assurance of salvation and the spiritual needs of his congregation. It also
explores Dickson’s ability to work with others, guide students and remain focused on service
rather than personal reputation.

After more than two decades at Irvine, Dickson was appointed Professor of Theology at Glasgow
University in 1640 and later moved to Edinburgh University. These teaching years expanded his
influence upon ministers and students while also creating the setting for important theological
work. Among the works examined are his expositions of Hebrews, Matthew and the Psalms, as
well as The Sum of Saving Knowledge, produced in collaboration with James Durham. McLennan
highlights Dickson's determination to make biblical explanation useful to readers who did not
have access to the enormous and expensive theological commentaries of the period.

This emphasis gives the biography contemporary relevance. Dickson’s life raises enduring
qguestions about conscience, institutional authority, public courage, pastoral responsibility,
theological education and the communication of complex ideas in accessible language. Rather
than separating religious history from political and social history, McLennan demonstrates how
closely they interacted in seventeenth-century Scotland and how decisions made in church
courts, universities, royal councils and local congregations shaped one another.

Research That Connects the Public Figure and the Private Man
The Life and Times of David Dickson also moves beyond offices, assemblies and controversies to
reveal a more personal figure. It records Dickson’s marriage to Margaret Roberton, his life as a



father, the loss of a young son, his musical and poetic interests and his relationships with fellow
ministers such as Robert Baillie, Samuel Rutherford, John Livingstone and James Durham. These
details present a man who could be resolute in controversy while remaining pastoral,
collaborative, self-effacing and deeply attached to the people he served.

McLennan'’s closing assessment identifies two convictions as central to Dickson’s course: his
conversion to Christ and his confidence in the inspired Word of God. The manuscript describes a
man who accepted moves from Irvine to Glasgow and then Edinburgh as providential, even
when they carried personal cost. Near the end of his life, weakened by illness and witnessing the
reversal of much for which the Covenanters had struggled, Dickson continued to express
confidence in Christ and hope for the future of the Kirk.

The account concludes with Dickson’s final days in December 1662. Surrounded by his family, he
offered counsel to each of them and ended with the benediction from 2 Corinthians 13:14. By
following his life from education and early ministry through revival, exile, national controversy,
scholarship and final reflection, McLennan offers readers a carefully documented portrait of
faith and leadership under pressure.

For Readers of Scottish, Church and Reformation History

The book is designed for readers interested in Scottish history, Presbyterianism, the
Covenanters, Reformed theology, church-state relations, biblical exposition and biographies of
influential Christian leaders. Its chronological timeline, thematic chapters, appendices and
extensive references provide both an accessible narrative and a foundation for further study.

Upon its forthcoming release, The Life and Times of David Dickson (c.1583-1662) will invite a
renewed examination of a pastor-scholar whose influence extended from the parish pulpit to the
university classroom and the national church. In recovering Dickson'’s story, Bruce McLennan
illuminates a defining period in Scottish history and the enduring legacy of a man committed to
Scripture, pastoral care and the Reformed faith. British Publishers is supporting the book’s
forthcoming publication. The confirmed release date and availability details will be announced
closer to release.
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