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KnifeLegends Highlights the Craftsmanship of
Charly Bennica and Steve Johnson

KnifeLegends highlights the work of custom knife
makers Charly Bennica and Steve Johnson, two
respected artists whose careers.
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BROOKLINE, MA, UNITED STATES, August 14,
2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- KnifeLegends
highlights the work of custom knife makers
Charly Bennica and Steve Johnson, two respected
artists whose careers reflect decades of
dedication, technical knowledge, and personal
design approaches. Their knives represent
different experiences within the custom knife
community, from Bennica's background in tool
and die making to Johnson'’s early introduction
through mentorship and traditional knife
construction. Both makers developed their own
approach to handmade knives. Bennica became
well known for ergonomic designs and later
expanded into more advanced work, while
Johnson earned recognition for his fixed blade
hunting and fighting knives that combined
durability, careful fitting, and refined craftsmanship. Their creations show how personal skills,
careful learning, and a strong understanding of knife function can shape a lasting identity in
custom knife making. Through its collection, KnifeLegends presents the work of artists whose
knives represent important examples of craftsmanship and design history for collectors.

Charly Bennica custom knife

Charly Bennica’s Transition From Tool Making to Custom Knives

The Charly Bennica custom knife reflects decades of technical knowledge and careful
craftsmanship. Bennica began his transition from tool and die maker to custom knifemaker in
1988, building a style centered on function, balance, and artistic design. These skills became an
important foundation as he developed his approach to handmade knives.

Bennica focused on creating knives that combined practical use with artistic character. His work
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was guided by the belief that a knife should
provide comfort, reliability, and balance while KnifeLegends.com
maintaining a recognizable design identity. His
technical experience helped him explore
different construction methods and develop
solutions for complex challenges during the
creation process.

Rather than simply following existing patterns,
Bennica worked toward creating designs that
reflected his own ideas about function and
appearance. His approach helped him establish
a unique place among modern custom knife
makers.

A Focus on Ergonomics and Personal Design
Philosophy

One of the defining features of Charly Bennica’s
work is his attention to handle design and user
comfort. He placed strong importance on
creating handles that feel natural in the hand
and support secure control during use.

Steven R. Johnson custom knife

Bennica preferred hidden tang construction
instead of traditional full tang designs. This
choice allowed him to create a cleaner handle
appearance while also presenting technical
challenges during assembly. His careful methods
helped him achieve strong blade and handle
connections without relying on methods that
could hide imperfections.

His design process involved continuous testing,
drawing, and refinement. Influenced by
respected makers such as Bob Loveless, Ron
Lake, and Michael Walker, Bennica worked ,
toward developing a style where his knives could | © KnifeLegends.com
be recognized through their shape, balance, and  fixed blade

overall character.

Steven R. Johnson's Early Introduction to Knife Making



The Steven R. Johnson custom knife

represents a career shaped by
mentorship, traditional craftsmanship,
and continuous improvement. Johnson _
began his knife-making career in 1965 Knife Legends

under the guidance of Gil Hibben.

What started as an educational activity

became the beginning of a lifelong career in custom knife making.

Johnson completed his first knife in March 1966 and continued developing his skills through
practical experience. Born and raised in Manti, Utah, he expanded his knowledge by working
with several established knife companies and makers during the early stages of his career.

His experiences with Draper Knives, Davis Knives, and R. W. Loveless provided valuable lessons
in traditional knife construction. These opportunities helped shape his understanding of design,
fitting, finishing, and the standards expected in handmade knives.

Decades of Experience Shaped Johnson’s Craft

After becoming an independent maker in the 1970s, Steven R. Johnson focused on creating
hunting and fighting knives with strong design lines and careful construction. His work reflects
influences from classic custom knife traditions while maintaining his own approach to
craftsmanship.

Johnson is recognized for his attention to blade finishing, material selection, and detailed
construction. He has worked with steels such as 154-CM and ATS-34, creating knives that
combine practical performance with refined workmanship.

Throughout his career, Johnson has also learned from and worked alongside respected names in
the knife community, including Harvey Draper, Rod Chappel, Buster Warenski, A.G. Russell, and
Bob Loveless. These relationships contributed to his continued growth and deeper
understanding of handmade knife production.

Different Backgrounds, Shared Commitment to Craft

Although Charly Bennica and Steven R. Johnson followed different paths, their work shares
common values. Both makers built their careers through patience, technical learning, and a
commitment to creating knives with purpose.

Bennica’s background in tool making influenced his focus on structure, comfort, and design
development. Johnson’s decades of experience shaped his approach to traditional knife
construction and detailed finishing. Their careers demonstrate how different experiences can
lead to respected contributions within the custom knife field.
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The work of both artists reflects the importance of individual skill in handmade knives. Each
piece carries the influence of the maker’s knowledge, decisions, and years of practice.

KnifeLegends Presents the Work of Recognized Knife Artists

KnifeLegends features custom knives from respected makers like Charly Bennica and Steve
Johnson, giving collectors access to pieces that represent significant craftsmanship and artistic
history. The company'’s collection includes knives created by artists whose work reflects technical
ability, personal design choices, and years of experience in the field.

Through these carefully selected knives, KnifeLegends helps preserve the stories behind makers
who have contributed to the development of custom knife craftsmanship. The work of Bennica
and Johnson shows how dedication, mentorship, and individual creativity continue to shape
handmade knives.

About KnifeLegends and Custom Knife Collections

KnifeLegends offers collectors access to custom knives created by established makers from
different backgrounds and traditions. The company focuses on presenting handmade knives
that represent craftsmanship, history, and the unique approaches of respected knife artists.

By featuring makers such as Charly Bennica and Steven R. Johnson, KnifeLegends shares the
stories behind knives that reflect years of experience and personal dedication. Each artist’s work
provides insight into the skills, methods, and creative decisions that define custom knife
making.
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