ﬁPREsswiRE

U.S. Power Grid Expansion Creates New
Demand for Infrastructure and Workforce
Housing
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as rising electricity demand, domestic ‘ PE ;
manufacturing growth, data-center e ST e S
development and other large industrial | o
loads increase the need for expanded
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Transmission infrastructure expands to support
America’s growing electricity demand and
modernized power grid.

The U.S. Department of Energy

released a draft 2026 National Transmission Needs Study in July identifying a pressing need for
additional electric transmission infrastructure. The study cites load growth associated with data
centers, expanding domestic manufacturing, large industrial loads and industrial electrification
among factors driving future transmission needs.

“ The federal government has also announced substantial
“The best way to predict the fundlng.and' financing initiatives related to grid
future is to invent it.” — Alan modernization. In Mar.ch 2026, the pepartmeqt of Energy
Kay"” announced an approximately $1.9 billion funding
opportunity through the Speed to Power through

— Alan Kay ,
Accelerated Reconductoring and other Key Advanced

Transmission Technology Upgrades program, or SPARK, to support upgrades intended to
increase transmission capacity and address growing electricity demand.

The expansion of transmission infrastructure requires a broad construction workforce.
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Depending on the project, crews may include electricians, lineworkers, welders, heavy-
equipment operators, technicians, engineers, construction managers and other specialized
trades.

For projects located outside major metropolitan areas, workforce accommodations can become
an important logistical consideration. Transmission lines can extend across multiple
communities, while substation construction, utility upgrades and grid-modernization projects
may require workers to remain near a project site for extended periods.

Texas Grid Investment Provides a Current Example

Texas is among the states experiencing significant investment in electric transmission
infrastructure.

In July 2026, the U.S. Department of Energy announced the closing of a loan of up to $3.26 billion
to AEP Texas for approximately 100 transmission projects. The projects include rebuilding or
reconductoring existing transmission lines and constructing new transmission infrastructure
across approximately 2,800 miles.

According to the Department of Energy, the projects are expected to increase the power-carrying
capacity of upgraded transmission infrastructure by 100 percent and support approximately
6,500 jobs. The projects are also intended to accommodate increasing electricity demand
associated with data centers, advanced manufacturing and oil and natural gas development in
the Permian Basin.

The Texas projects illustrate how transmission investment can involve both large geographic
areas and substantial numbers of workers during construction.

Workforce Housing Becomes a Project Planning Consideration
Workforce housing refers to accommodations intended to house workers who may be
temporarily assigned to construction, infrastructure, industrial or energy projects.

For large utility and infrastructure projects, traditional housing options may not always align with
project requirements. Hotel rooms can be limited in smaller communities, while conventional
apartment rentals may not be structured for temporary construction assignments.

Temporary workforce housing can provide another option for contractors and project
developers seeking accommodations for traveling workers.

Housing considerations can be particularly relevant for projects involving:
Transmission line construction

Electrical substations

Grid modernization

Utility upgrades

Power-generation infrastructure



Energy-storage facilities

Industrial electrical projects
Data-center infrastructure
Manufacturing facilities

Large-scale infrastructure development

Gulf Coast Projects and Workforce Requirements

The Gulf Coast is home to extensive energy, manufacturing, petrochemical, LNG, logistics and
industrial infrastructure. Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Florida continue to
participate in major energy and industrial development.

As electricity demand and infrastructure investment increase, projects throughout the region
may require workers who travel from outside the immediate project area.

Workforce housing is therefore one of several logistical issues that contractors, developers and
project managers may evaluate when planning major construction projects.

Factory Direct Tiny Homes, based in Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, is one company developing
housing solutions intended for workforce and temporary housing applications. Its offerings can
be considered for construction crews and other workers assigned to industrial and infrastructure
projects.

Infrastructure Investment Extends Beyond Transmission Lines

Grid modernization encompasses more than construction of new transmission corridors.
Projects can involve replacing or upgrading existing transmission conductors, improving
substations, adding electrical capacity, integrating new generation resources and implementing
technologies designed to improve the performance of existing infrastructure.

The Department of Energy's 2026 Office of Electricity Strategic Plan identifies expansion of
electric-system capacity, grid-enhancing technologies, transmission deployment and integrated
grid planning among its priorities.

The Department of Energy also notes that transmission deployment and modernization activities
are supporting construction employment across the country.

As these projects advance, the availability of qualified workers and appropriate accommodations
can become part of the broader infrastructure-planning discussion.

Public Information and Additional Resources
The Department of Energy's draft 2026 National Transmission Needs Study is currently subject
to a public comment and consultation period. Comments are due September 7, 2026.

The study, background information and public-comment resources are available through the U.S.
Department of Energy:



https://www.energy.gov/oe/national-transmission-needs-study
Information about federal grid deployment and transmission activities is also available at:

https://www.energy.gov/topics/grid-deployment-and-transmission

The information in this release is provided as an informative overview of current U.S.
transmission and grid-development activity and the related workforce considerations. It is not an
announcement of a specific construction project or employment opportunity.

About the Source

This informational press release was prepared by Karen Brem, Marketing Director of Historic
Mardi Gras Inn in New Orleans, Louisiana, as a public-information resource concerning current
developments in U.S. energy infrastructure and workforce housing.
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About Factory Direct Tiny Homes:

Factory Direct Tiny Homes is based in Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, and provides tiny-home housing
solutions for residential and workforce-housing applications.

Website: https://factorydirect-tiny-homes.com

Contact: Gerard Bourgeois

Phone: 504.421.2440

Gary Bourgeois
Factory Direct Tiny Homes, LLC
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