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From running toilets to stubborn clogs,

small warning signs can point to bigger

plumbing problems.
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-- # Common Toilet Problems: What a

Toilet May Be Trying to Tell You

A toilet is one of those household

fixtures that rarely receives much

thought—until something stops

working properly. From a toilet that will

not stop running to one that seems to

clog every other day, small toilet

problems can become a real headache

when ignored.

SMJ Plumbing has encountered nearly

every kind of toilet trouble found in

residential plumbing systems.

Fortunately, many common problems

come with warning signs. Recognizing those signs can help prevent a minor issue from turning

into a plumbing emergency.

One of the most common problems is a running toilet. A toilet that continues running after

being flushed may have a worn flapper, a faulty fill valve, or another component that is not

working correctly. The issue may seem minor, but a toilet that runs constantly can waste a

surprising amount of water over time.

Another common issue is a toilet that clogs frequently. An occasional clog can happen, especially

in a busy household, but repeated clogs may indicate more than excessive toilet paper. A partial

blockage in the drain line or a problem farther down the plumbing system could be the cause. If

plunging has become part of the weekly routine, professional evaluation may be worthwhile.

Weak or incomplete flushing can also be a warning sign. If a toilet requires several flushes to
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Ignoring the warning signs

does not make the problem

disappear—it just gives the

problem more time to

grow.”
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clear the bowl or the water does not have the same force

as before, a problem with tank components, water level, or

the drain line may be present. Low water pressure or

mineral buildup can sometimes contribute as well.

Then there is the toilet that keeps filling or cycling on its

own. Hearing a toilet run when nobody has used it can

indicate water slowly leaking from the tank into the bowl.

The toilet may continue refilling in an attempt to maintain

the proper water level. That little sound in the middle of the night may be annoying, but it can

also signal a component that needs attention.

Water around the base of the toilet is another issue that should not be ignored. A small puddle

may come from a loose connection, a supply line, condensation, or a failing wax ring. Regardless

of the source, standing water around a toilet can damage flooring and create moisture problems

if the condition continues.

Unusual sounds can also tell a story. Gurgling, bubbling, or other strange noises from a toilet

may indicate a drainage or sewer line problem. If flushing one toilet causes another fixture to

gurgle or water to rise somewhere else, the plumbing system may need further evaluation.

A toilet that rocks or moves when someone sits down is another problem worth addressing. A

loose toilet can place stress on the connection between the fixture and the plumbing drain.

Continued use without correcting the problem can potentially lead to leaks or damage around

the base.

Not every toilet problem means a major repair is necessary. Sometimes the solution involves a

simple replacement part or adjustment. The important thing is recognizing when something

changes.

Stephen Jordan, owner of SMJ Plumbing, puts it this way: “A toilet is pretty good at letting people

know when something is not quite right. Running, rocking, bubbling, leaking, or constant

clogging usually has a reason. Ignoring the warning signs does not make the problem

disappear—it just gives the problem more time to grow.”

A little attention can go a long way when it comes to household plumbing. Watching for running

toilets, recurring clogs, weak flushes, leaks, unusual noises, and other changes can help identify

problems earlier.

After all, a toilet has one job. When a toilet starts acting like it has a second career in making

trouble, it may be time to figure out what is going on.
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