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Experiential Event Trends Shape Leadership
Meetings in Walkable Old Town Alexandria

ALEXANDRIA, VA, UNITED STATES,
August 18, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Corporate events are becoming
smaller, more interactive and more
focused on meaningful participation.
According to Cvent's 2026 Event-Led
Growth Report, workshops, dinners
and experiential activations deliver the
highest ROI of any event format, with
workshops topping the list. Cvent also
found that 55% of marketers prioritize
community-building elements such as
peer groups and meetups, reflecting a
broader move from passive attendance
toward conversation, collaboration and
engagement.

This emphasis on interaction creates
opportunities for meeting destinations
that extend the experience beyond
scheduled sessions. Old Town
Alexandria combines meeting venues
with a walkable historic district
containing more than 200 independent
restaurants and boutiques along the
King Street mile. For organizations
researching executive retreat
destinations in the Washington, D.C.
area, the city offers convenient access to the capital within a distinct neighborhood setting.

Alexandria is also experiencing growth in meetings and visitor activity. Visit Alexandria reported
that visitor spending increased 17.6% to a record $941 million in 2023, and the destination has
continued to build on that momentum since. The organization has cited record meetings and
group travel as an area of continued focus for driving midweek business. These figures represent
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Alexandria's broader visitor economy,
but they demonstrate the destination's
growing appeal and economic
momentum.

The continued importance of internal
meetings supports this opportunity.
The American Express Global Business
Travel 2024 Meetings and Events
Forecast found that 48% of surveyed
meeting professionals expected
internal meetings to attract more
attendees. The report attributed this
growth to organizations seeking to
strengthen relationships and connect
distributed workforces through face-to-face interaction.

Morrison House brings these elements together in Old Town Alexandria. The hotel provides
nearly 2,000 square feet of flexible event space for leadership meetings, corporate retreats and
intimate gatherings. After scheduled sessions, attendees can walk to King Street restaurants,
shops, historic attractions and the Alexandria waterfront. The hotel also offers private group
experiences, including cocktail classes and culinary activities, allowing planners to incorporate
more interactive elements into the meeting itinerary.
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About Morrison House

Morrison House Old Town Alexandria, Autograph Collection is a 45-room boutique hotel located
at 116 South Alfred Street in Alexandria, Virginia. The hotel offers more than 2,000 square feet of
flexible event space across three venues, accommodating up to 80 guests for a seated event or
100 for a standing reception. Meeting spaces include the Private Dining Room, Chapter
Boardroom and Watermark Ballroom. Guests also receive enhanced high-speed internet and
daily access to a nearby Snap Fitness Center as part of the hotel's destination fee.
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