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Louisiana Homeowners Urged to Check
Fences for Lawn Equipment Damage

Repeated mower and string-trimmer
contact can cause gradual fence wear.
Simple maintenance can help Louisiana
homeowners prevent damage.

PONCHATOULA, LA, UNITED STATES,
August 17, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Louisiana Homeowners Encouraged to
Check Fence Lines for Lawn Equipment
Damage During Late-Summer Mowing
Season

Repeated mower and string-trimmer
contact can cause gradual fence wear.
Louisiana homeowners can reduce
damage with simple maintenance
practices.

As summer lawn growth continues
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Regular fence-line inspections can help Louisiana
homeowners spot gradual damage from weed eaters,
mowers and other lawn equipment.

across Southeast Louisiana, homeowners may be paying close attention to grass height, weeds
and landscape maintenance while overlooking an area that receives repeated contact
throughout the mowing season: the fence line.

String trimmers, lawn mower decks and other lawn
“ equipment can repeatedly strike fence posts, pickets,

Fence damage from lawn
equipment often develops
gradually, making regular
inspection and careful
trimming around posts
especially important.”
Tony Ostrowski, Owner, Tony's
Fencing and Iron Works

panels, coatings and hardware. A single contact may leave
little more than a superficial mark. However, repeated
contact in the same location can gradually remove finishes,
roughen wood fibers, create grooves or contribute to wear
around the lower portions of a fence.

The issue is particularly relevant during Louisiana’s long
growing season, when lawns and weeds may require

frequent maintenance around properties in Covington,


http://www.einpresswire.com

Mandeville, Madisonville, Hommond, Ponchatoula, Slidell and neighboring Northshore
communities.

Homeowners can reduce much of this avoidable wear by combining careful trimming with
routine visual inspections.

Why Lawn Equipment Damage Can Be Easy to Miss
Fence damage caused by lawn equipment usually does not appear suddenly.

Instead, wear may accumulate over dozens of mowing and trimming sessions. Because the
affected areas are often located only a few inches above ground level, damage can remain
unnoticed until a groove becomes deeper, a protective finish is removed or a post begins
showing other signs of deterioration.

String trimmers operate by rapidly rotating flexible cutting line. While designed for grass and
weeds, that line can repeatedly strike other nearby surfaces.

Mechanical impact from lawn equipment is a recognized landscaping concern. LSU AgCenter has
cautioned about mower and string-trimmer wounds around trees and exposed roots, illustrating
how repeated equipment contact can injure materials positioned along a regularly maintained
lawn edge.

The same practical principle applies to fence maintenance: whenever possible, the cutting
equipment should contact vegetation rather than the structure beside it.

Wood Fences Often Show Damage First

Wood fencing can be particularly susceptible to repeated string-trimmer contact because the
cutting line may gradually roughen the surface.

Early signs may include:

fresh-looking wood near the bottom of a stained or weathered fence;
shallow horizontal grooves around posts;

splintered fibers;

worn stain or sealant;

discoloration around repeatedly contacted areas;

or visible wear where lawn equipment follows the same path each week.

Damage around posts deserves additional attention because posts provide structural support
for the fence.
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A shallow surface mark on one picket may remain largely cosmetic. A deeply worn area around
the base of a supporting post, however, should be monitored more carefully.

Vinyl and Metal Fences Require Careful Trimming Too

Vinyl does not respond to lawn equipment in exactly the same way as wood, but repeated
contact can still leave scuffs or marks. Hard impacts may affect lower edges or components.

Metal and ornamental fencing may also experience scratched coatings from careless lawn
maintenance.

Protective coatings play an important role on many metal products. If lawn equipment
repeatedly contacts the same area, homeowners should inspect the finish and watch for
exposed material.

Chain link fencing presents a different problem. String trimmer line may catch in the wire fabric
or around hardware. Rather than forcing the trimmer head directly against chain link,
maintaining a small clear strip beneath the fence can make lawn maintenance easier.

A Small Fence-Line Buffer Can Reduce Repeated Contact

One of the simplest preventive practices is to create a narrow separation between actively
growing turf and the fence.

The buffer does not have to be large.
Depending on drainage and landscaping conditions, homeowners may use a carefully
maintained edge, low-profile landscaping border, hand-pulled weed zone or appropriately

placed mulch bed.

The purpose is straightforward: reduce the need to run high-speed trimming line directly against
a fence every time the lawn is maintained.

Landscape changes should still account for drainage. Soil, mulch and edging should not
unnecessarily hold moisture against wood components or redirect runoff toward fence posts.

DIY Tip: Slow Down Around Posts, Corners and Gates

Long, straight fence sections are often easier to trim beside than posts, corners and gate
assemblies.

Those transition points deserve slower work.
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Instead of sweeping a string trimmer rapidly into a post, the operator can gradually approach
the vegetation while keeping the cutting line away from the structure.

Gate areas deserve particular attention because they contain moving components such as
hinges, latches and frames.

A few weeds near gate hardware may be better removed manually rather than with power
equipment.

Hand pulling also creates an opportunity to inspect the gate for loose fasteners, shifting
alignment or other maintenance concerns.

DIY Tip: Photograph the Same Fence Posts During the Year
Gradual deterioration can be difficult to recognize from memory.

One simple homeowner technique is to photograph several fence posts at the beginning of the
mowing season and compare those images later.

Photos can help reveal:

increasing grooves;
changes in color;
movement or leaning;
damaged finishes;
erosion near the base;

or other gradual changes.

The technique costs nothing and can make long-term wear easier to identify.
Signs That Lawn Equipment Damage May Need More Attention
A superficial scrape does not automatically indicate that a fence requires professional repair.

Homeowners should pay greater attention when cosmetic damage appears together with
structural symptoms.

Examples include:

deep wear around a supporting post;
wood that feels soft near ground level;
posts that move when pushed;

loose fence sections;



leaning panels;

gates that stop closing properly;

broken vinyl components;

damaged metal coatings;

or several deteriorated areas along the same fence line.

In some cases, repairing a limited section may extend the useful life of the existing fence.

Other situations may involve enough age or deterioration that replacement becomes more
practical.

The condition of the surrounding posts, rails, pickets and hardware should be considered
together rather than evaluating one visible scratch in isolation.

Louisiana Drainage Conditions Also Matter
Fence-line landscaping and lawn maintenance should account for water movement.

Heavy Louisiana rainfall can send substantial runoff through a yard. Adding edging, soil, mulch
or planting beds without considering drainage may change how water moves near fence posts.

Before significantly altering a fence line, homeowners can observe the area during or shortly
after heavy rain.

Questions worth considering include:

Does water collect near posts?

Does runoff wash soil away from the fence?

Is mulch being pushed against wood?

Does a new border trap water?

Has erosion exposed more of a post?

Does landscaping interfere with gate clearance?

Preventing one maintenance problem should not create another.

Digging Near a Fence Requires Additional Planning

Some homeowners may decide to install edging, landscape beds, drainage improvements or
other features beside an existing fence.

When those projects require excavation, underground utility awareness becomes important.

Louisiana 811 advises homeowners to contact 811 at least two business days before beginning a



digging project, excluding weekends and legal holidays.

Utility markings have specific validity periods, and homeowners should follow current Louisiana
811 procedures before excavation.

Not every privately owned underground line may be covered by a standard utility locate.
Irrigation, privately installed electrical lines and other owner-controlled facilities may require
additional investigation.

Homeowners should review current Louisiana 811 information before breaking ground.
Seasonal Fence-Line Checklist for Louisiana Homeowners

A brief inspection during routine yard work can help identify problems before they become more
extensive.

Homeowners can consider the following checklist:

Walk the fence line before mowing.

Remove hoses, toys and other obstacles.

Look for loose pickets or exposed hardware.

Check vegetation growing tightly around posts.

|dentify areas better handled by hand rather than a trimmer.
Keep mower wheels and decks from striking fence posts.
Avoid forcing string trimmer line into chain link mesh.
Inspect gate hinges, latches and clearance.

Look for fresh scratches or exposed wood after mowing.
Check drainage around posts following heavy rainfall.

Regular maintenance does not require an extensive inspection every week. Even a few deliberate
checks during the mowing season can make gradual changes easier to notice.

Frequently Asked Questions
Can a weed eater really damage a wood fence?

Yes. Repeated direct contact can roughen the surface of wood, create grooves and remove stain
or other finishes. The effect may be gradual, which is why homeowners may not notice damage
immediately.

Should grass be allowed to grow directly against a fence?

Grass can grow near a fence, but maintaining a small manageable buffer may make trimming
easier and reduce repeated equipment contact. Any landscaping change should also account for



moisture and drainage.
Is mulch a good way to keep weed eaters away from fence posts?

Mulch can reduce weed growth and trimming needs, but it should not be piled tightly against
wood fence components. Keeping the lower portion visible makes inspection easier.

Can lawn mowers damage fence posts?

Yes. Mower decks, wheels and repeated impacts can damage posts or surrounding landscaping.
Operators should maintain enough clearance to avoid striking the structure.

Does chain link fencing need protection from a string trimmer?

Chain link is generally resistant to the type of surface wear seen on wood, but string trimmer line
can catch around wire or hardware. Careful trimming is still recommended.

When should a damaged fence post be inspected?

A closer inspection may be appropriate if the post has deep grooves, noticeable movement, soft
wood, visible deterioration or other structural symptoms.

Is every damaged fence supposed to be replaced?

No. Some localized damage may be repairable. The decision depends on the condition and age
of the posts, rails, pickets, hardware and surrounding sections.

Should Louisiana homeowners contact 811 before adding landscape edging?

If the project involves excavation or breaking ground, homeowners should review Louisiana 811
requirements before starting. Louisiana 811 currently advises contacting the service at least two
business days before digging.

Fence Maintenance Becomes More Important During Long Growing Seasons

Louisiana’s climate means fence lines may see repeated lawn maintenance for much of the
year.

That makes small habits meaningful.
Keeping string trimmer line away from structural components, slowing down near gates and

posts, checking drainage and inspecting lower fence sections can help homeowners identify
gradual wear earlier.



Tony's Fencing & Iron Works has published additional information about protecting fences from
weed eater and lawn mower damage in Louisiana at:

https://tonysfencingandiron.com/protect-fence-weed-eater-damage-louisiana/

About Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works

Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works provides residential and commercial fencing services across
Southeast Louisiana and the Northshore, including wood fencing, cedar and pine fencing, chain

link fencing, ornamental iron, gates and fence repair.

The company serves communities including Covington, Mandeville, Madisonville, Hammond,
Ponchatoula, Slidell and surrounding areas.

Media Contact

Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works
Phone: (985) 703-0595

Website: https://tonysfencingandiron.com/

External Educational Sources

Louisiana 811 — Homeowner Safe Digging Information
https://www.louisiana811.com/homeowners/

LSU AgCenter — Louisiana Lawn and Landscape Education
https://www.lsuagcenter.com/
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