
Australian Teenager Max Scutchings Crowned
Junior World Gliding Champion

Max Scutchings celebrates his Junior World

Championship win with the Australian Gliding Team

at the 2026 championships in Germany.

18-year-old Australian pilot wins Club

Class at the 14th FAI Junior World Gliding

Championships in Germany after less

than two years of cross-country flying.

AUSTRALIA, August 18, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- At just 18,

Australian glider pilot Max Scutchings

has made history, winning the Junior

World Gliding Championship in

Germany after less than two years of

cross-country flying.

Representing Australia at the 14th FAI

Junior World Gliding Championships at

Aalen-Elchingen, Germany, Max was

crowned Club Class World Champion

following an exceptionally close

championship against some of the

world's best young soaring pilots.

The championship brought together

junior pilots from more than 20

countries. The event ran in early

August, with competition flying concluding on 14 August.

Max finished the championship on 7,388 points, just 40 points ahead of France's Nicolas

Caudrelier, with Germany's Nils Zitzelsberger taking third place.

The result is even more remarkable given Max's rapid rise in the sport.

A member of the Adelaide Soaring Club in South Australia, Max completed his first solo cross-

country flight just 21 months ago and entered his first gliding competition only nine months ago.

During the championships, he also celebrated his 18th birthday.

In less than two years, he has progressed from his first independent cross-country flights to

becoming a Junior World Champion.

“The best 100 hours of my life. It has been an experience I'll never forget.” - Max Scutchings

http://www.einpresswire.com


Racing without an engine

Gliding may look peaceful from the ground, but competitive soaring is a high-speed and highly

tactical form of air racing.

Pilots launch by aerotow before releasing from the tow aircraft and setting off on a cross-country

racing task over hundreds of kilometres. Using rising columns of warm air called thermals, pilots

climb thousands of feet without an engine before gliding between thermals and around

designated turning points.

Success requires a combination of flying skill, weather forecasting, navigation, tactical decision-

making and the ability to constantly assess changing conditions. At world championship level,

races are often decided by only a handful of points.

Max's 40-point winning margin after the championship's scored tasks demonstrates just how

close the competition was.

Australia delivers a strong result

Australia was represented in Club Class by two young pilots, with Amber Davison from the

Gliding Club of Victoria finishing 13th overall from 47 competitors.

Amber is also relatively new to the sport, having completed her first solo flight only two years

ago.  On one competition day, Max won the task and Amber finished second. Amber also

recorded a third-place finish on another day.

The performances of both Australian pilots provide an exciting insight into the next generation of

Australian soaring talent.

Gliding Australia acting CEO Amanda VanderWal said the result was an outstanding achievement

for both pilots and Australian gliding.

“I'd like to congratulate Max and Amber on their outstanding performances at the Junior World

Championships. Max's win is a fantastic achievement and a great way to build interest in the

next Junior World Championships, which will be held in Australia at Lake Keepit in the 2028/29

season. Alongside Amber's strong performance, it shows the quality of young pilots coming

through Australian gliding.”

Amanda VanderWal, Acting CEO, Gliding Australia

For Max, the world championship victory marks an extraordinary progression in a sport where

experience is highly valued.

His performance follows a successful 2026 Australian competition season, including victory at

the Australian Junior Gliding Championships at Benalla earlier this year.

A sport open to everyone

Gliding is a form of aviation in which pilots fly aircraft without engines, using naturally occurring

rising air to remain airborne and travel long distances.

It is both a recreational activity and a competitive sport, with pilots ranging from teenagers

learning to fly through to international championship competitors.

Modern gliders are highly efficient aircraft capable of travelling hundreds of kilometres using

only the energy available in the atmosphere. Pilots learn to read weather patterns, find rising air

and make strategic decisions while flying.



For young people, gliding also provides a pathway into aviation, developing skills in aircraft

handling, navigation, meteorology, decision-making and aviation safety.

About Gliding Australia

Gliding Australia is the national sporting body for gliding in Australia, supporting the sport from

initial flight training through to national and international competition.

Gliding is enjoyed by people of all ages and backgrounds, from those looking for an

extraordinary aviation experience through to pilots pursuing national and world championship

competition.
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