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AAA finds heat rather than cold is the top

cause of battery failure. Service life in the

deep South runs under 41 months

against 58 in northern states.

MARIETTA, GA, UNITED STATES, August

18, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

battery failure that strands a driver on

a cold January morning usually began in July. Blue Ridge Automotive - European & Domestic is

encouraging Marietta motorists to have batteries and charging systems tested at the close of a

full Georgia summer rather than waiting for the first cold snap to expose damage that has been

accumulating for months.

The recommendation follows AAA findings that heat, not cold, is the leading cause of battery

failure. Figures reported by Consumer Reports and AAA put typical battery service life at less

than 41 months in the most southern regions of the United States, against 58 months or more in

the northernmost. A driver in Cobb County should expect measurably fewer years from the

same battery than a driver in Michigan would.

The reason lies in what sustained heat does inside the case. Elevated temperatures accelerate

evaporation of the electrolyte and speed corrosion of the positive grid structure that carries

current within the battery. Both processes reduce the active plate area available to deliver

amperage. Neither produces an obvious symptom while the weather stays warm, because a hot

battery has lower internal resistance and an engine sitting in Georgia heat needs comparatively

little current to turn over. The deficit stays hidden until temperatures drop, internal resistance

climbs, engine oil thickens, and the starter demands more current than a degraded battery can

supply.

A charging system evaluation at the Marietta shop goes beyond a voltage reading, which can

display a normal figure on a battery that has already lost much of its capacity. Technicians

measure the battery's ability to deliver current under load, check alternator output across engine

speeds, inspect terminals and cable ends for corrosion and added resistance, confirm the hold-

down is secure because vibration accelerates internal plate damage, and look for parasitic draw

http://www.einpresswire.com
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that continues after shutdown. Short local trips compound the pattern, since the alternator may

not run long enough to replace what starting consumed.

The Marietta location at 665 Whitlock Avenue holds a 4.9-star average across 320 Google

reviews. Blue Ridge Automotive - European & Domestic holds RepairPal Certification, a

designation requiring outside assessment of technician training, fair pricing practices, and

customer satisfaction rather than self-reporting. Every repair carries a 24-month, 24,000-mile

nationwide warranty on parts and labor through TECHNET Professional, and customers receive a

written estimate before work begins.

"Nobody brings us a battery in August. They bring it in on the first cold morning in January," said

a company spokesperson for Blue Ridge Automotive - European & Domestic in Marietta, GA. "By

then the damage was done six months earlier."

The Marietta location serves drivers throughout Cobb County and was voted a 2022

Neighborhood Favorite by Nextdoor members. Battery and charging system testing can be

scheduled online or by calling the Marietta shop directly at (770) 426-4220. Blue Ridge

Automotive - European & Domestic services Asian, Domestic, and European vehicles and

operates Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

About Blue Ridge Automotive - European & Domestic

Blue Ridge Automotive - European & Domestic is a RepairPal Certified, multi-location auto repair

shop serving the Metro Atlanta region with locations in Marietta, Buckhead, Chamblee, and

Decatur. The shop services Asian, Domestic, and European vehicles and backs all repairs with a

24-month, 24,000-mile nationwide warranty through TECHNET Professional. For appointments,

visit https://blueridgeauto.co/car-repair-shop-marietta-ga/ or call (770) 426-4220.
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in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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