
New White Paper Examines the Growing Risk
of Deliberate Misuse in Autonomous Vehicle,
Delivery Robot, and Drone Networks

“Weaponized Physical AI” offers public

safety, defense, and government leaders

a framework for planning around intentional exploitation of autonomous systems

LAS VEGAS, NV, UNITED STATES, August 19, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The Physical AI Report

We put this together

because deliberate misuse

of Physical AI machines by

bad actors is a conversation

that's largely missing from

the current public

discussion, and it shouldn't

be.”

David Knight, Author and

Editor of The Physical AI

Report

today announced the availability of Weaponized Physical

AI: Assessing and Countering the Deliberate Misuse of

Autonomous Vehicles, Delivery Robots, and Commercial

Drones, a new white paper examining how autonomous

fleets, already operating at scale across dozens of cities,

could be deliberately exploited by bad actors rather than

simply malfunctioning on their own.

Robotaxis, sidewalk delivery robots, and commercial

drones are scaling faster than the institutional frameworks

built to secure them. Most public discussion of

autonomous-fleet risk focuses on ordinary operational

failure. This white paper addresses a different, less-

examined category: what happens when someone

deliberately sets out to misuse these systems.

The report introduces the Physical AI Threat Assessment Pyramid, a five-tier framework ranging

from opportunistic vandalism and hoaxes to state-sponsored network crippling, giving public

safety agencies, defense stakeholders, and municipal leaders a shared, non-technical vocabulary

for a risk category that is largely absent from current oversight discussions.

"Autonomous fleets on public roads, sidewalks and skies are scaling in cities worldwide more

rapidly than the government agencies responsible for securing them can keep up. We put this

together because deliberate misuse, not just equipment failure, is a conversation that's largely

missing from the current public discussion, and it shouldn't be." said David Knight, Author and

Editor of The Physical AI Report.

http://www.einpresswire.com


The Physical AI Report

The white paper draws on recent,

publicly documented incidents to

ground its analysis, including a case in

which a single individual coordinated

fifty people to disable a robotaxi fleet

overnight using nothing but the

operator's own public rider app,

illustrating that deliberate misuse can

require less sophistication than many

existing safeguards assume.

The document is explicitly non-

technical and, per its own stated scope,

does not constitute a proposal,

procurement solicitation, or

endorsement of any product,

technology, or vendor. It is intended as

a planning resource for cybersecurity,

emergency management, and law

enforcement professionals confronting

a fast-scaling, largely unregulated

technology category. It will also be of use to insurers, attorneys and professional investment

firms.

Weaponized Physical AI is available now for no cost at

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WvVni_YVqb-n8ordnj1ghTHKi37A5iIc

About The Physical AI Report 

The Physical AI Report newsletter, published exclusively on LinkedIn, is a weekly analysis on

Robotics, Embodied AI, and the emergence of the Autonomous Economy. It’s written for

executives, investors and government officials worldwide. https://thephysicalai.report
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