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Breaking Barriers: "The Black Irish Rose"
Celebrates Resilience and Cultural Fusion in
New Novel

Juanita Mathews' gripping new book follows an African
American girl's journey to overcome racism and trauma to
become an Irish dance world champion.

The Black
NEW YORK, NY, UNITED STATES, August 19, 2026 lgh ROSDQ

/EINPresswire.com/ -- In a powerful testament to the
human spirit's ability to transcend boundaries, The Black
Irish Rose, published by Spines, offers readers an
unforgettable story of determination and cultural fusion.
Author Juanita Mathews weaves a compelling narrative
about a young African American girl from Chicago's South
Side who stops at nothing to achieve her seemingly
impossible dream of becoming a world-champion Irish step
dancer, breaking down barriers and challenging traditional
expectations along the way.

B
As-told to Mary.J, Schtrme

The story follows sixteen-year-old Rose Johnson, whose “’TA MATHEWS' e
passion for rhythm leads her from tap dancing with her
neighborhood friends to the intricate, demanding world of
Irish step dancing. Despite facing discouragement from her
community and blatant racial prejudice from the traditional
dance world, Rose's unwavering dedication sets her apart.
She saves every penny for ghillie shoes and tirelessly seeks
out a path to her dreams. Her lucky break comes when she
saves the life of Ryan Quinn, a former Irish dance champion battling his own internal struggles
following a devastating personal tragedy. United by their shared love for the art of dance, the
unlikely duo embarks on a rigorous and transformative training journey.

Against all odds, a teenage girl
dances her way from Chicago to
global fame. Available now from
Spines!

As Rose progresses toward the world championships in Dublin, she faces daunting challenges,
including a severe, racially motivated attack designed to derail her dreams and shatter her spirit.
However, guided by Ryan's dedicated mentorship and fueled by the memory of a lost friend,
Rose finds the profound strength to reclaim her power. She refuses to be silenced or sidelined
by those who believe she does not belong in the Celtic dance arena. The novel intricately


http://www.einpresswire.com

navigates themes of systemic racial barriers, the healing power of art, and the profound
resilience required to rise above immense trauma. It is a story that proves passion, talent, and
perseverance recognize no racial or cultural bounds, celebrating the heart's undying pursuit of
greatness amidst adversity.

* Unprecedented Cultural Fusion: The novel explores the beautiful intersection of African
American heritage and traditional Irish dance, challenging readers to rethink cultural
boundaries.

« Triumph Over Adversity: A gritty, inspiring look at overcoming both systemic prejudice and
harrowing personal trauma to achieve greatness.

+ Dynamic Mentorship: Delves deeply into the healing relationship between a determined young
dancer and a mentor seeking redemption through her success.

+ Authentic Dance Representation: Captures the relentless physical demands, vibrant energy,
and competitive spirit of the international step-dancing circuit.

"l wanted to write a story that proves no matter the odds or the societal barriers placed in front
of you, true determination can bridge any cultural divide and lead to extraordinary success," says
Juanita Mathews. "Rose’s journey is a reminder that our dreams belong to us, and no one has the
right to dictate what we can or cannot achieve based on our background."

“The Black Irish Rose” is available now in print-on-demand and eBook formats.

Juanita Mathews, a resident of St. Louis, Missouri, has a lifelong passion for rhythm and
movement, having studied ballet and tap and formed a dance group called The Blue Jeans in her
youth. With recent adaptations of classic tales like the Wizard of Oz and the Nutcracker under
her belt, she channels her love for the performing arts into her writing. She dreams of bringing
The Black Irish Rose to both the stage and screen in the near future, with a screenplay currently
in the works by Mary J. Schirmer.

Book Details

+ Title: The Black Irish Rose

« Author: Juanita Mathews

Publisher: Spines

ISBN: 979-8-90223-797-6

Availability: You can find this book on Amazon and major retailers worldwide

Published with Spines , the world's first tech-driven publishing platform.
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