
Antigua and Barbuda 16th Hamptons
Challenge Regatta Celebrates a Legacy of
Sport and Giving
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Team Glory Days, helmed by Peter Beardsley; Dean

Fenton, U.S. Director of Tourism; Colin C. James, CEO

of the Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority; and

The Honourable Charles Fernandez, Minister of

Tourism, Civil Aviation, Transportation, and

Investment.

NEW YORK CITY, NY, UNITED STATES,

August 19, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --

New York, NY, August 19, 2025 - The

16th Annual Antigua and Barbuda

Hamptons Challenge Regatta returned

to Sag Harbor, bringing the competitive

spirit of Caribbean sailing to Long

Island and celebrating a remarkable

16-year connection between the

Hamptons and Antigua and Barbuda.

Antigua and Barbuda, recognized as

the Caribbean’s sailing capital, hosted

this celebrated regatta in partnership

with i-tri, a local nonprofit dedicated to

empowering young women across the

East End of Long Island through

triathlon training and mentorship and

personal development. 

The Hon. H. Charles ‘Max’ Fernandez,

Minister of Tourism, Civil Aviation,

Transportation, and Investment for

Antigua and Barbuda, leading the

Antigua delegation, said, “This regatta

is about far more than sailing. It

reflects the longstanding maritime and

cultural connections between Sag Harbor and Antigua’s historic English Harbour. Both

communities share a rich seafaring heritage, and this annual event brings that history to life

while creating meaningful connections and supporting youth development through sport.”

The activities began with a media luncheon, during which the Mayor of Sag Harbor, Hon. Tom

Gardella, officially welcomed the Antigua delegation. 

The annual Antigua and Barbuda Hamptons Challenge Regatta brought 23 yachts to Noyack Bay

http://www.einpresswire.com


for an afternoon of spirited

competition organized by the Peconic

Bay Sailing Association. Under clear

skies and near-perfect conditions,

sailors competed for the coveted grand

prize: an all-expenses-paid trip to

Antigua to race in Antigua Sailing Week

2027, April 21–25

(www.sailingweek.com), one of the

Caribbean’s premier international

sailing events. The “Taste of the

Caribbean” Awards Celebration at Bell

& Anchor, a popular local restaurant

with a diverse audience, including

sailing enthusiasts, local dignitaries,

community members, and special guests, including the former Sag Harbor Mayor James

Larocca.

Leading this year’s fleet was Glory Days, helmed by Peter Beardsley, taking 1st Overall, followed

by Zorro, helmed by Rich Prieto, in 2nd Overall, and Mind Goblin, helmed by Vidar Minkovsky,

taking 3rd Overall.  The competition culminated in an elegant awards celebration at The Bell &

Anchor, where the winning crew was honored, and the Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority

presented a $5,000 donation to i-tri.

Colin C. James, CEO of the Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority, highlighted the event’s

significance to the island’s tourism strategy: “The Hamptons Challenge not only promotes

Antigua and Barbuda as a premier sailing destination but also enables us to connect directly with

travelers who appreciate culture, community, and world-class experiences. It’s always a privilege

to bring a piece of Antigua to the Hamptons. The regatta gives us an extraordinary platform to

showcase Antigua and Barbuda to an influential audience of sailors, travelers, and tastemakers.”

Kevin Phillips, General Manager, Blue Waters Resort & Spa, also participated, showcasing the

breadth of Antigua and Barbuda’s luxury accommodation and experiential offerings by providing

a 2-night, all-expenses-paid trip to the resort for auction. Raising an additional $3,000.00 for i-

tri.

Guests at the awards gala experienced a taste of Antigua and Barbuda through Caribbean-

inspired cuisine, rum cocktails and music, transforming the evening into an island celebration. 

The weekend also featured a VIP luncheon for Long Island travel advisors hosted by the Antigua

and Barbuda Tourism Authority. Dean Fenton, U.S. Director of Tourism for Antigua and Barbuda,

recognized the important role advisors play in connecting travelers with the destination,

emphasizing that the strongest sales relationships are built on trust and personal connections,

http://www.sailingweek.com


not simply transactions.

The 16th anniversary of the Hamptons Challenge underscores the enduring connection between

two celebrated maritime communities. From Sag Harbor's sailing waters to English Harbour's

historic harbor, the event continues to build a bridge between Long Island and Antigua and

Barbuda - one race, one relationship, and one Caribbean experience at a time.

As the sun set over Sag Harbor, sailors, travel professionals, and guests raised a glass to 16 years

of competition, camaraderie, philanthropy, and Caribbean flair, and to a partnership whose

influence continues to grow.
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ABOUT ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA  

Antigua (pronounced An-tee'ga) and Barbuda (Bar-byew’da) is located in the heart of the

Caribbean Sea. The twin-island paradise offers visitors two uniquely distinct experiences, ideal

temperatures year-round, a rich history, vibrant culture, exhilarating excursions, award-winning

resorts, mouth-watering cuisine, and 365 stunning pink and white-sand beaches—one for every

day of the year. The largest of the English-speaking Leeward Islands, Antigua comprises 108

square miles with rich history and spectacular topography that provides a variety of popular

sightseeing opportunities. Nelson’s Dockyard, the only remaining example of a Georgian fort a

listed UNESCO World Heritage site, is perhaps the most renowned landmark. Antigua’s tourism

events calendar includes the Antigua and Barbuda Wellness Month, Run in Paradise, prestigious

Antigua Sailing Week, Antigua Classic Yacht Regatta, Antigua and Barbuda Restaurant Week,

Antigua and Barbuda Art Week, and the annual Antigua Carnival; known as the Caribbean’s

Greatest Summer Festival. Barbuda, Antigua’s smaller sister island, is the ultimate celebrity

hideaway. The island lies 27 miles northeast of Antigua and is just a 15-minute plane ride away.

Barbuda is known for its untouched 11-mile stretch of pink sand beach and as the home of the

largest Frigate Bird Sanctuary in the Western Hemisphere.

http://twitter.com/antiguabarbuda 

www.facebook.com/antiguabarbuda

www.instagram.com/AntiguaandBarbuda  

Website: visitantiguabarbuda.com
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