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OSNER'S FC Welcomes Ivorian Defender
Ishmaél Coulibaly to Brooklyn

Left-footed Céte d'lvoire defender brings youth national-team
experience, versatility and a determined professional ambition to the
New York City Lions

BROOKLYN, NY, UNITED STATES, August 27, 2026
/EINPresswire.com/ -- OSNER’S FC is proud to announce the
addition of Ishmaél Coulibaly, an Ivorian left-footed defender
whose football journey began in Cote d'lvoire and has carried him
through elite youth development, national-team environments and
competitive soccer in the United States.

Primarily a left center back (LCB), Coulibaly can also operate at left
back (LB) and as a defensive midfielder (CDM). His positional
versatility, left-footed distribution and experience across different
football environments give OSNER'S FC another important
defensive option as the Brooklyn-based club continues
strengthening its First Team.

For OSNER'S FC, however, the signing is about more than adding
another defender. It is about bringing into the organization a player
whose story reflects persistence, adaptation and an ambition that
remains unfinished.

Ishmael Coulibaly in
OSNER'S FC third 2026
Kit

“Ishmaél is joining us with something that we value tremendously: hunger,” said J. Ronald
Nazaire, President and Acting General Manager of OSNER'S FC. “He has already experienced
football in Cote d’lvoire, national-team environments and competitive football here in New York,
but he still believes there is another level ahead of him. We want OSNER'S FC to be an
environment where ambitious players can continue developing while helping the club compete
for meaningful results.”

FROM COTE D'IVOIRE TO THE NATIONAL-TEAM PATHWAY

Coulibaly's football foundation was established in Céte d'Ivoire, one of Africa's most respected
football nations.


http://www.einpresswire.com

From 2019 through 2022, according to the player
biography supplied to OSNER'S FC, Coulibaly
developed through Abia Stars Academy, where he
competed within a structured youth environment
and continued refining the technical and tactical
qualities that would shape him as a defender.

His development subsequently brought
opportunities within the Cote d'Ivoire youth
national-team system, including involvement at
the U17 and U20 levels and a call-up into the U23
environment in 2022, according to Coulibaly's
supplied playing résumé.

Those experiences carry particular significance
for a young defender.

International football environments demand
quick tactical comprehension, positional
discipline and the ability to adapt to teammates
and systems within limited preparation periods.
For a center back, those responsibilities become even more pronounced: reading the game,
maintaining the defensive line, controlling space, communicating and making decisions under
pressure are fundamental.
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“ Coulibaly considers those experiences important parts of

| am grateful for every his development.

opportunity football has
given me, Now | want to
work. [ want to help

“Growing up in Cote d'lvoire, football was always
something | took seriously,” Coulibaly said in a proposed
OSNER'S FC compete & win, quote t?ased on his player statement. “Being involved in
continue improving as a the natlc.)n'a.l-team system showed me another level of
player™ responsibility. When you represent your country, even at
youth level, you understand that your performance

Ishmaél Coulibaly
represents more than yourself.”

AN EARLY LOOK TOWARD EUROPE

In 2020, Coulibaly's pursuit of football opportunities took him to France for a trial, another
important step in his development.



Although the experience did not immediately produce the
professional breakthrough he was seeking, it exposed him to
another football environment and reinforced his desire to
continue pursuing the game.

That experience also illustrates a reality familiar to countless
aspiring professional footballers: the pathway is rarely linear.

Trials do not always become contracts. Strong seasons do not
automatically produce the next opportunity. Moving between
countries requires adaptation. Players face competition,
injuries, financial challenges, uncertainty and moments when
continuing to believe in the objective becomes as important as
technical ability.

Coulibaly kept going.

“My journey has taught me discipline, patience and resilience,”
he said. “Things don't always happen according to the timeline
you imagine when you are younger. What matters is how you
respond. | continued training, competing and believing that |
could improve. My objective has not changed—I want to
become a professional footballer.”
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BUILDING A NEW FOOTBALL LIFE IN THE UNITED STATES

In 2023, Coulibaly moved to the United States and entered the highly diverse New York soccer
environment.

He joined Brooklyn FC, where, according to the player's supplied competitive record, he made 18
starts across 30 matches during the 2023-24 campaign and received nine Team of the Week
selections.

During 2024-25, Coulibaly reports another 10 starts across 30 matches, accompanied by three
Team of the Week selections.

Those seasons were about more than appearances.

For an Ivorian defender adapting to American soccer, New York provided an environment filled
with contrasting styles. On any given weekend, a defender can encounter technically creative
Caribbean players, physically aggressive direct football, Latin American combination play,
European tactical influences and American athleticism.



Learning to solve those different problems can accelerate a defender's education.
Now, that education continues with OSNER'S FC.

A LEFT-FOOTED DEFENDER BUILT FOR THE MODERN GAME

Coulibaly's profile offers several tactical possibilities.

As a natural left-footer operating at left center back, he can provide balance during first-phase
buildup and improve passing angles when possession begins with the goalkeeper and center
backs. His ability to shift to left back provides additional flexibility, while his experience as a
defensive midfielder offers another perspective on controlling space in front of the defensive
line.

That versatility fits the football philosophy OSNER'S FC is continuing to develop: possession with
purpose, intelligent positional play, compact defensive organization, coordinated pressing and
quick transition when opportunities emerge.

The modern center back cannot simply defend the penalty area.

He must recognize pressing triggers, break lines with his passing, defend large spaces when the
team pushes higher, win duels, communicate, anticipate transition moments and remain
composed when opponents apply pressure.

Coulibaly understands those expectations.

“I am naturally a defender, but | want to contribute to every phase of the game,” he said. “l want
to defend aggressively and intelligently, but | also want to help the team build from the back,
maintain possession and move the ball forward. Playing left center back, left back and defensive
midfield has helped me understand the game from different positions.”

COTE D'IVOIRE MEETS BROOKLYN

There is another dimension to Coulibaly's arrival that resonates strongly with the identity of
OSNER'S FC.

The club was built from Haitian-American roots, yet its larger vision is to represent the
multicultural reality of Brooklyn and New York City.

An Ivorian footballer joining a Haitian-rooted New York City club is not an exception to that
identity—it is an expression of it.

Cote d'lvoire possesses one of Africa's richest modern football traditions. Haiti carries its own



deep Caribbean football culture. Brooklyn brings those worlds together alongside players and
families with roots throughout Africa, the Caribbean, Latin America, Europe and the United
States.

“We are proud of where OSNER'S FC comes from, and we are equally proud of where we are
going,” Nazaire said. “Our Haitian heritage gives us roots. Brooklyn gives us the opportunity to
build branches that reach many communities. Ishmaél brings his Ivorian identity and football
education into that family, and that is exactly what New York City represents.”

“When our players put on the OSNER'S FC jersey, we don't ask them to leave their culture behind.
We want them to bring it with them. Those different experiences can make the team stronger.”

THE PROFESSIONAL DREAM REMAINS

Perhaps the most compelling part of Coulibaly's story is that he does not view joining OSNER'S
FC as the conclusion of his journey.

He sees it as another stage.

His stated objective remains to earn his first professional contract, continue improving
technically, tactically and physically, and ultimately compete professionally in the United States
or internationally. His longer-term dream is even greater: to one day earn an opportunity with
the Cote d'Ivoire senior national team.

OSNER’'S FC welcomes that ambition.

The club is building a player-development structure connecting the OSNER'S FC Academy with
senior competition through UPSL Division 2, UPSL Division 1, UPSL Premier and NPSL. The
objective is to create competitive environments in which players can develop, demonstrate their
abilities and pursue opportunities at higher levels.

“I am grateful for every opportunity football has given me,” Coulibaly said. “Now | want to work. |
want to help OSNER’S FC compete and win, continue improving as a player and put myself in a
position where the next opportunity can come.”

For Nazaire, that mentality is exactly what the organization wants.

“We will never promise a player that putting on our jersey automatically makes him
professional,” Nazaire said. “What we can promise is an environment that expects commitment,

discipline and development. The player has to earn the rest.”

“Ishmaél still has a dream. We respect that. Now our responsibility together is to work.”



ONE JOURNEY BECOMES PART OF A LARGER VISION

From an academy in Céte d'lvoire, to national youth-team environments, a trial in France,
competitive football in Brooklyn and now OSNER'S FC, Coulibaly's story continues to evolve.

It is a story of a player who left home with an objective and who continues pursuing it despite
the uncertainty inherent in football.

That persistence matters to OSNER'S FC.

Because while clubs are measured by results, they are ultimately built by people—players willing
to work, coaches willing to teach, families willing to support and communities willing to believe.

Ishmaél Coulibaly now becomes part of that story.
Welcome to Brooklyn, Ishmaél.
Welcome to OSNER'S FC.

Respect All. Fear None.
About OSNER'S FC

OSNER'S FC is a Brooklyn-based New York City soccer club with strong Haitian-American roots
and a commitment to competitive excellence, player development, diversity and community
engagement.

The organization is developing an integrated pathway connecting the OSNER’S FC Academy with
senior competition through UPSL Division 2, UPSL Division 1, UPSL Premier and NPSL, creating
progressive competitive opportunities for players pursuing collegiate and professional
aspirations.

The club's First Team is establishing its home at Floyd Bennett Sports Complex in Brooklyn,
strengthening the connection between senior competition, youth development and the
communities OSNER'S FC represents.

OSNER'S FC Official Website

Believe in the Vision. Respect All. Fear None.
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