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GCRAI and ICAS Call for Meaningful Human
Control in Autonomous Weapons Systems

GCRAI AND ICAS DRAW A RED LINE ON
AUTONOMOUS LETHAL FORCE - as

international leaders renew calls for PUBLIC STATEMENT

urgent action on autonomous weapons

SACRAMENTO, CA, UNITED STATES, Some decisions
August 27, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- humanlty muSt
Some decisions must never be handed

to a machine. Taking a human life is never delegate.
one of them.

Following renewed calls this week from
United Nations Secretary-General
Antdnio Guterres and International etk e o e o e
Committee of the Red Cross President of them.

Mirjana Spoljaric for urgent
international rules on autonomous
weapon systems, GCRAI and ICAS are
reinforcing a broader governance
principle: Al may assist human
judgment, but it must not replace
human accountability for decisions that determine whether another person lives or dies.

Some decisions must never

be handed to a machine.

Read the full statement High-level roundtable
Global Council for Responsible AI New York - 20 Nov 2026

International Commission for Al Safety

Growing international convergence underscores the urgent need for clear and robust
governance frameworks for increasingly autonomous weapons systems. Beyond a technical or
regulatory requirement, this is a fundamental test of how global governance defines the
boundaries of autonomous artificial intelligence.

Human control is not simply a person parked somewhere in the loop. It means having the
authority, information and time to understand what an Al system recommends, to reject it, to
intervene before harm occurs and to answer for the outcome.

Al can assist with sifting data, identifying patterns, modeling risk and making recommendations.
But no Al system should independently select a human being as a target or make the final


http://www.einpresswire.com

determination to apply lethal force against a person without meaningful, informed and
accountable human judgment.

This is not a rejection of Al in defense or other safety-critical contexts. It is a governance
boundary: as the severity and irreversibility of an Al-enabled decision increase, so must
meaningful human oversight, the ability to intervene and clear accountability for the outcome.

That is why autonomous targeting sits within the ICAS Red Line Framework. The line, however,
cannot stop at the battlefield.

The same governance principle extends to critical infrastructure, cognitive manipulation,
personal-data exploitation and emerging autonomous systems. Before capabilities outrun
governance, the world must determine which decisions Al may assist, which require explicit
human authorization, and which should never be delegated at all.

On 20 September 2026, ICAS will convene a high-level roundtable in New York to bring together
invited leaders from Al companies, diplomacy, policy and global governance to examine the
choices ahead as autonomous Al moves from capability to real-world deployment.

Sarah Porter, Industry Liaison Director, ICAS
Global Council for Responsible Al, ICAS
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