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New Site Publishes the Water Softener
Estimating Worksheet Contractors Use Behind
the Scenes

SoftWaterSystemCost.com launches as an
independent, source-linked resource that
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31, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --
SoftWaterSystemCost.com, an
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System vs. Filter vs. Nothing
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launched today with a single goal:

show homeowners the math behind a

water softener quote instead of just a number at the bottom of it. The site publishes sourced,
dated cost ranges for water softener systems, installation, plumbing labor, permits, tanks, and
accessories, along with free calculators that estimate sizing, salt cost, and total price without
requiring an email address or a sales call.

The Problem: Quotes That Can't Be Compared

Homeowners researching water softener cost typically run into the same wall: quotes that vary
widely from company to company, with no clear explanation of why. A "whole house water
softener cost" article might cite a single average, but that number rarely accounts for plumbing
layout, drain access, resin tank size, softener loop requirements, bypass valve installation, local
permit fees, or regional labor rates — all of which can shift a final water softener quote by
hundreds or thousands of dollars.

Many homeowners also don't know whether they need a salt-based softener, a filter, a
combination system, or nothing at all. Some dealer websites publish cost ranges without
disclosing where the figures came from. And some "free" online calculators are built less to
inform than to move a visitor toward a purchase — asking for a phone number before showing a
result, or quietly pushing every outcome toward "you need a system."

SoftWaterSystemCost.com was built to address that gap directly: an open estimating worksheet,
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not a lead-generation funnel.
A Former Estimator, Not a Salesperson

The site was founded by Robert Miller, a former residential water-treatment estimator based in
the Denver metro area who spent more than fifteen years converting garage walkthroughs,
plumbing layouts, water-quality complaints, parts lists, and permit requirements into the
number that ultimately appeared on a homeowner's quote.

"For more than fifteen years | was the person turning a walkthrough of a garage, a plumbing
layout, and a water complaint into the number on the quote — not the one soldering the pipe,
the one deciding what the pipe, the labour, the permit and the tank should cost, and defending
that number when a homeowner asked," Miller said. "This site is that estimating worksheet,
opened for the homeowner instead of against them."

SoftWaterSystemCost.com does not sell water softeners, does not install systems, does not
schedule in-home sales visits, and does not use fear-based tactics to push a purchase. Itis a
publisher, not a dealer — a distinction the site treats as central to its credibility.

Built in the Open: July 2026 Transparency Statistics

As of its July 2026 build, the site's own counts — measured from the live site, not rounded for
marketing — show: 15-plus years of estimating experience behind the content; a Denver Metro,
Colorado background; independent, non-dealer publication; 370 outbound source links; 121
distinct source domains, including USGS, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, public utilities, retailers,
the EPA, the Water Quality Association, and manufacturer documentation; 45 free calculators
with no email gate; and zero external requests — no trackers, ads, or analytics scripts loading in
a reader's browser.

What Robert Is — And What He Is Not

The site is explicit about the limits of its founder's authority. Miller is a former estimator, not a
licensed plumber, chemist, or laboratory. Installation code claims on the site cite code sources
directly. Water chemistry claims cite USGS, WQA, EPA, utility, or manufacturer documentation
rather than the founder's own assertions. Prices link to published listings with visible dates. The
site does not claim to have personally tested products for months at a time when that cannot be
verified — a common tactic on review sites that SoftWaterSystemCost.com avoids. Instead, it
builds credibility through source links a reader can check themselves.

Six Rules Behind Every Figure

Every cost figure on the site follows six rules: figures are sourced and dated, with data-updated
stamps on price-sensitive pages; the site favors ranges over false precision instead of misleading
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single averages; when published numbers conflict, both are shown in the open, with context;
calculated figures are labeled as calculations, not measurements; sellers' numbers are treated as
sellers' numbers and routed back to utility and public data where possible; and the site's
calculators carry no email gates, ever — some are built to tell a homeowner to buy nothing.

The Calculator the Site Won't Build

SoftWaterSystemCost.com has also drawn an editorial line around what it will not publish. The
site declines to build an "appliance damage calculator" that exaggerates hard-water cost claims,
and it labels industry-funded, accelerated-protocol research as such rather than presenting it as
neutral science.

"A tool that can't say 'don't buy' isn't a calculator — it's an ad with sliders," Miller said.
What Homeowners Will Find

The site includes water softener cost guides, installation cost breakdowns, labor cost estimates,
water softener loop cost guides, permit and plumbing layout explanations, hardness-by-state
research, city and utility hardness lookup guidance, softener sizing calculators, salt cost
calculators, reverse osmosis cost builders, whole-house filter-and-softener combination decision
tools, and — where treatment isn't warranted — buy-nothing verdicts.

Quality Control Behind the Build

Every build of the site runs internal links against the live file system, checks the XML sitemap
page-for-page against that same file system, and runs all 45 calculators through automated test
sections — including refusal branches, so tools still return "buy nothing" when that's the honest
answer. Published findings are recomputed from underlying datasets on every build rather than
left as static text.

Readers can reach the site through its contact page, which includes a contact form and a direct
email address, for questions, corrections, or source disputes.

About SoftWaterSystemCost.com

SoftWaterSystemCost.com is an independent, homeowner-first publisher covering water
softener cost, water softener installation cost, and related plumbing and water-treatment
estimating topics. The site is not a dealer, does not sell or install water treatment equipment,
and does not schedule sales visits. It publishes sourced, dated cost ranges and free calculators
— including softener sizing and salt cost tools

Robert Miller
SoftWaterSystemCost
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