
U.S. E-2 Visa for International Student
Families: What to Know in 2026

Compliance with US federal immigration laws and

regulations is a core requirement for international

families evaluating long-term residency pathways.

Globevisa Group analyzes how the E-2

investor visa provides a compliant US

residency framework for international

families accompanying student children.

SG, SINGAPORE, September 1, 2026

/EINPresswire.com/ -- As more

international families integrate their

children's education with cross-border

residency plans, finding a compliant

way to accompany their children in the

US long-term under US immigration

law has become a priority. For parents

seeking extended stays, viable visa

options depend on the purpose of

travel, nationality, family

circumstances, and eligibility for

specific nonimmigrant or immigrant categories.

In this context, the global immigration advisory firm Globevisa Group notes that the E-2 Treaty

Investor Visa presents a practical nonimmigrant option for international families simultaneously

balancing US business activities, family residency, and their children’s education.

How Can Parents Legally Accompany International Students? 

Currently, the US visa system does not have an independent "accompanying parent" or

"dependent" visa category specifically designed for the parents of international students.

Under current US regulations, the F-1 student visa is strictly for the admitted student. Parents do

not automatically derive any US residency rights from their child’s F-1 status. In practice, some

parents attempt to use B-1/B-2 (business/tourist) visas for short-term visits. However, legally, B-

1/B-2 visas are categorized for temporary visits. US Customs and Border Protection (CBP)

explicitly states that if travelers frequently enter the US on a visitor visa and their actual stay

(such as indicating intent for long-term residency) conflicts with the temporary nature of the visa,
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they may face strict scrutiny upon entry or even be denied admission.

Consequently, relying solely on a B-1/B-2 visa is not a compliant long-term residency solution for

parents planning to live in the US for extended periods. Applicants must evaluate other

nonimmigrant or immigrant visa categories under US law based on their nationality, commercial

background, and financial capacity.

E-2 Visa: Commercial Investment, Not "Accompanying Parent"

The legal definition of the E-2 visa is not an "accompanying parent visa." Instead, it is a

nonimmigrant visa that allows nationals of specific treaty countries to obtain residency by

making a substantial commercial investment in the US.

Because the E-2 visa mechanism permits eligible family members of the principal applicant

(spouse and unmarried children under 21) to apply for derivative status, it objectively aligns with

the residency needs of some international student families:

●Accompanying Children's Education: Eligible minor children can accompany the applicant to the

US and qualify to attend local public schools (specific eligibility depends on state policies and

school requirements).

●Spousal Employment Authorization: Upon arriving in the US, the approved spouse is legally

eligible to work.

●Residency Flexibility: Provided the invested business continues to operate normally, the E-2 visa

allows for unlimited renewals and does not mandate a minimum number of days the principal

applicant must reside in the US annually. This allows investors to balance managing their US

enterprise with their global business activities.

Core Compliance Requirements for the E-2 Visas  

E-2 visa approval standards are rigorous. Consular officers focus their review on the rationality of

the business structure and the authenticity of the enterprise's operations. Applicants considering

this route must meet requirements across four core dimensions:

1.Specific Nationality Restrictions: The E-2 visa is only open to citizens of countries or regions

that maintain treaties of commerce and navigation with the US (e.g., Canada, Japan, Grenada,

Turkey). The applicant must hold a passport from a treaty country.

2.Substantial Investment: While regulations do not set an absolute minimum investment

threshold, the invested amount must be sufficient to ensure the successful establishment and

operation of the enterprise. The funds must be irrevocably committed, and the legal source of

the funds must be proven.

3.Bona Fide Commercial Operation: The invested enterprise must be a real, active commercial or

entrepreneurial undertaking aimed at generating a profit. Passive asset holding (such as merely

purchasing vacant real estate or stocks) does not qualify.



4.Enterprise Management Function: The applicant's primary purpose for entering the US must

be to develop and direct the investment enterprise. They must possess relevant commercial

background and assume actual management responsibilities. Establishing a shell company

solely to accompany a child does not meet the legal requirements of the visa.

Globevisa Group’s E-2 Compliance Review Mechanism 

Because the E-2 visa application involves complex cross-border legalities, tracking fund flows,

and aligning business plans, preliminary compliance review is a critical step in the application

process. Drawing on over two decades of industry experience, Globevisa Group incorporates a

"three-tier review mechanism" into E-2 visa applications, offering compliance assurance for

applicants through a structured process:

●Legal and Compliance Oversight: The firm's internal team of US-licensed attorneys is

responsible for verifying the applicant's source of funds and commercial documents, outlining

the investment logic, and identifying potential policy and legal risks.

●Case Data Support: Based on over 500 previously processed E-2 application files and the

structured organization of application materials, the firm provides objective qualification

assessments, business plan drafting, and interview preparation guidance for applicants with

varying nationalities and complex backgrounds.

●Transnational Network and Subsequent Support: Supported by more than 50 direct branch

offices globally (including North American locations), the firm's support extends to long-term

family needs post-arrival in the US, such as enterprise incorporation, cross-border tax

compliance, and children's education planning.

Summary 

For international student families planning to move to the US in 2026, the E-2 Treaty Investor

Visa offers a nonimmigrant framework that combines US business activities with family

residency arrangements. However, it requires applicants to possess genuine commercial intent

and investment capacity. Globevisa Group recommends that interested families objectively

evaluate whether their conditions meet both the E-2 commercial compliance requirements and

their family's practical residency needs before making a decision, and proceed with rigorous

legal and commercial planning alongside a professional advisory firm.

About Globevisa Group

Headquartered in Singapore since 2002, Globevisa Group is a global HNWI wealth management

and cross-border identity advisory firm. Backed by institutional-grade risk control, the firm

operates 50+ direct branches globally with over 800 in-house professionals. Having processed

120,000+ cases for clients across 120+ countries, Globevisa specializes in citizenship planning,

wealth management, and family relocation, empowering international families to achieve

barrier-free global settlement.



Disclaimer: This article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal, financial,

or tax advice. For definitive policy interpretations, please refer to official HKSAR government

publications.
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