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Continuum GRC: NIST Multi-Cloud Draft Turns
Provider Complexity Into a Governance and
Authorization Challenge

Twenty-three NIST challenge areas point
to a need for unified control ownership,
normalized evidence, and continuous
assurance across cloud boundaries.

SCOTTSDALE, AZ, UNITED STATES,
September 2, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/
-- Continuum GRC today called on
enterprises and public-sector
organizations to reassess how they
govern controls across cloud providers
following NIST's release of draft
Internal Report 8613, Multi-Cloud
Architecture Challenges: Security and
Compliance Implications. The draft
makes clear that multi-cloud risk is not
simply the sum of several single-cloud
programs; provider boundaries create
distinct challenges for consistent
control and authorization.
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Published August 21 for public comment, the NIST draft identifies 23 consolidated challenge
areas. NIST highlights security-significant differences in cloud-native services, staffing and
logistics complexity across heterogeneous environments, and difficulty implementing centralized
security capabilities across provider boundaries. It says the gaps are most acute in identity and
access management, telemetry and logging, configuration and change management, data
protection, and compliance and authorization.

These issues directly affect third-party accountability. Each provider brings its own service
models, configurations, tools, and shared-responsibility terms, while the customer remains
responsible for understanding system boundaries and enforcing applicable controls. When
inventories, control maps, exceptions, and evidence remain provider-specific, executives can
struggle to determine whether a control is consistently designed, operating, and authorized


http://www.einpresswire.com

across the full environment.

A practical response begins with a
common control model and explicit
ownership. Organizations should map
provider-native services to enterprise
requirements, normalize evidence and
telemetry, record responsibility by
control and service, and track changes
that alter authorization scope.
Continuous monitoring should feed a
shared risk view so security,
compliance, procurement, and system
owners can evaluate exceptions and
inherited controls against the same
current record.
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including provider differences, staffing complexity, and
difficulty centralizing security across provider boundaries.

The draft gives risk and security leaders a timely basis
for reassessing shared responsibility, control ownership,
telemetry, evidence normalization, and authorization scope.
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NIST is accepting comments on the initial public draft through October 5, 2026. Organizations
can use the comment period as a prompt to compare the 23 challenge areas with their own
multi-cloud operating model and identify where evidence, authority, or accountability breaks at

provider boundaries.

“ “Multi-cloud complexity becomes a governance problem

Multi-cloud complexity
becomes a governance
problem when every
provider tells a different
control story. Without that
shared record, authorization
can lag behind the
architecture it should
govern.”

Michael Peters - Founder and

when every provider tells a different control story.
Organizations need one accountable view of requirements,
inherited responsibilities, evidence, and risk across the
environment. Without that shared record, authorization
can lag behind the architecture it is supposed to govern.” -
Michael Peters - Founder and CEO

About Continuum GRC

Continuum GRC is the enterprise SaaS platform developed

CFO by Lazarus Alliance that automates and accelerates
Governance, Risk, and Compliance (GRC) programs. Built

on the proprietary IT Audit Machine® (ITAM) and A.ITAM frameworks, Continuum GRC is
FedRAMP Authorized at the Moderate baseline and delivers continuous control monitoring,
automated evidence collection, risk scoring, dashboards, and Al-powered assessment
capabilities through AITAMBot. Organizations use Continuum GRC to streamline CMMC,
FedRAMP, SOC 2, NIST, ISO, PCI DSS, CJIS, and other frameworks—reducing audit timelines,
improving accuracy, and enabling faster authorization and certification outcomes.
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