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DOJ Cybersecurity Settlement Reinforces the
Need for Defensible NIST SP 800-171 Evidence

Government contractors should connect
representations, system scope, and

control operation before claims reach the La za r u S AI I i a n ce

government

Proactive Cyber Security

SCOTTSDALE, AZ, UNITED STATES,
September 2, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/
-- The U.S. Department of Justice
announced on September 1 that
Honeywell Aerospace Inc. agreed to
pay $2,042,518 to resolve allegations
under the False Claims Act involving
cybersecurity requirements in a U.S.
Department of Defense contract. DOJ
said the alleged conduct concerned a
business unit’'s compliance with NIST
Special Publication 800-171 on one
network from April 2020 through
December 2023. The claims resolved
by the settlement were allegations
only, and there was no determination ALLIANCE C N g RV
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Government contractors should connect rey ns, system scope,

For defense contractors and e e b e
subcontractors, the development
underscores a practical distinction
between having cybersecurity
documentation and being able to
substantiate contract-facing
representations with current, scoped
evidence. Control ownership, system DOJ Cybersecurity Settlement Reinforces the Need
boundaries, remediation decisions, for Defensible NIST SP 800-171 Evidence

and the records supporting an

assessment should tell a consistent

story before an invoice, certification, score, or other representation is submitted.
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A defensible readiness program should connect the
“ applicable contract clauses to the exact environment in
scope; verify that policies match operating practice;
identify gaps through qualified assessment and testing;
and retain dated evidence showing how findings were
evaluated, corrected, or formally accepted. Leadership
should also understand who is authorized to make
cybersecurity representations and what evidence that
person relies on.

Contractors need a clear
system boundary,
accountable control owners,
current test results, and
records that show how
leadership reached its
conclusion. That discipline

supports defensible . Al hel o | b ,
compliance.” azarus Alliance helps organizations evaluate cybersecurity

Michael Peters. CEO & and compliance programs, assess risk, test controls, and
' strengthen governance across complex regulatory and
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contractual environments. For organizations preparing for

CMMC or managing NIST SP 800-171 obligations, an evidence-led review can help expose
disconnects among policy, technical implementation, assessment results, and executive
representations. Engagement scope and any assessor-independence requirements should be
confirmed before work begins.

“A cybersecurity representation should be the end of an evidence process, not the beginning of a
scramble to reconstruct one. Contractors need a clear system boundary, accountable control
owners, current test results, and records that show how leadership reached its conclusion. That
discipline supports better risk decisions and more defensible compliance.” - Michael Peters, CEO
& Founder, Lazarus Alliance

ABOUT LAZARUS ALLIANCE

Lazarus Alliance is a veteran-owned global provider of Proactive Cybersecurity®, specializing in
cybersecurity audit and compliance, risk assessment and management, privacy audit and
compliance, vulnerability and penetration testing, and IT policies and governance. Founded in
2000, the firm helps organizations attain, maintain, and demonstrate information security and
compliance excellence across complex regulatory environments.

Lazarus Alliance is an authorized CMMC Third-Party Assessment Organization (C3PAQO), an A2LA-
accredited FedRAMP Third-Party Assessment Organization (3PAO), and a PCI DSS Qualified
Security Assessor (QSA). Headquartered in Scottsdale, Arizona, Lazarus Alliance serves
organizations ranging from startups to multinational enterprises with cybersecurity, privacy, risk,
governance, and compliance expertise.
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EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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