
Cedarburg Rejects 158-Acre Annexation After
Years of Debate Over Major Neumann
Development

Save Cedar Creek

Residents and environmental advocates

praise City leaders for listening to the

community and taking a more deliberate

approach to Cedarburg’s future

CEDARBURG, WI, UNITED STATES,

September 15, 2026 /

EINPresswire.com/ -- Residents and

environmental advocates praise City

leaders for listening to the community

and taking a more deliberate approach

to Cedarburg’s future. Creek and Cedar Creek Watchdogs also participated in the public

discussion, with Cedar Creek Watchdogs focusing specifically on environmental and long-term

community impacts.

Growth and development

are inevitable, but growth is

not always progress.

Progress should strengthen

a community, not

compromise the things that

make it worth living in.”

Luiza Khan

Louiza Khan, Vice President of the nonprofit Cedar Creek

Watchdogs, summarized that position:

“Growth and development are inevitable, but growth is not

always progress. Progress should strengthen a community,

not compromise the things that make it worth living in.”

The organizations stressed that their position is not

opposition to housing, economic development or growth

itself. Rather, they are calling for development that is

thoughtfully planned and aligned with infrastructure capacity, environmental stewardship, fiscal

responsibility and the community’s long-term vision.

City Leaders Respond to Community Concerns

Following Monday’s decision, Save Cedar Creek and Cedar Creek Watchdogs thanked Mayor Pat

Thome and members of the Cedarburg Common Council for considering public input and

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://cedarcreekwatchdogs.s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/CCW_Environmental_Annexation_Report.pdf
https://cedarcreekwatchdogs.s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/CCW_Environmental_Annexation_Report.pdf


Cedar Creek Watchdogs

rejecting the annexation.

They also encouraged residents who

supported the decision to thank

elected officials for their service and

willingness to make a difficult

decision.

Public service often brings criticism,

particularly on major development

issues. Community advocates said it is

equally important to recognize elected

officials when residents believe they

have listened carefully and responded

to public concerns.

The annexation decision also

highlighted a broader issue facing

Cedarburg: how the community should

balance future housing and economic

development with infrastructure costs,

municipal revenue needs, environmental protection and preservation of the qualities that have

long defined the City and Town.

Advocates say those conversations should happen proactively, rather than only after a major

development proposal reaches the approval process.

Part of a Larger Community Movement

The annexation debate comes during a period of unusually active grassroots involvement in

environmental and land-use issues throughout the Cedarburg area.

Save Cedar Creek originally formed around opposition to the proposed Gauthier ski lake in the

Town of Cedarburg. Following substantial community involvement, the Town rejected the

proposal and later adopted an ordinance restricting future large artificial lakes.

Local residents and advocates also supported neighboring communities in raising concerns

about proposed regional transmission infrastructure affecting private property.

Meanwhile, Cedar Creek Watchdogs has expanded its work into direct environmental

stewardship, organizing creek cleanups, removing debris blockages and bringing residents

together to improve the Cedar Creek watershed.



The organizations say those efforts share a common theme: residents taking an active role in

shaping and protecting the communities where they live.

The Conversation About Cedarburg’s Future Continues

With the annexation rejected, community advocates believe Cedarburg now has an opportunity

to define more clearly what responsible growth should look like before the next major proposal

arrives.

That conversation can include new housing, economic development and expansion of the tax

base. But they argue it should also address transportation, infrastructure capacity,

environmental resources, architectural quality, open space, municipal finances and the

preferences of residents.

Monday’s decision does not end the debate over growth in Cedarburg.

It does demonstrate the influence residents can have when they participate constructively in

local government—and the responsibility elected officials have to listen.

Residents spoke. Their elected officials listened.

That is democracy at work.

About Save Cedar Creek

Save Cedar Creek is a grassroots community organization focused on protecting Cedar Creek,

local water resources, open spaces and the character of the City and Town of Cedarburg through

public education, community participation and responsible-growth advocacy.

www.SaveCedarCreekWI.com

About Cedar Creek Watchdogs

Cedar Creek Watchdogs is a nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting and improving the

Cedar Creek watershed through environmental stewardship, education, restoration and hands-

on community service.

www.cedarcreekwatchdogs.com

Residents of Cedarburg

Save Cedar Creek LLC

cedarcreeksave@gmail.com

http://www.SaveCedarCreekWI.com
http://www.cedarcreekwatchdogs.com
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