
Margaret’s The Couture Cleaner Featured in
AC Magazine’s Fall 2026 Celebration of
American Design

Ac Council Fall Issue 2026

The couture restoration and conservation company

showcases the preservation of Valentino, Viktor & Rolf,

and a historic Liza Minnelli film costume.

LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES, September 17,

2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Margaret’s The Couture

Cleaner, a Couture Dry Cleaning, textile

conservation, and restoration company specializing

in couture fashion, bridal gowns, luxury leather, and

historically significant garments, is featured in the

Fall 2026 issue of AC Magazine, published by the

Accessories Council.

Dedicated to celebrating American design, the Fall

issue features more than 60 CFDA designers and

explores the artistry, craftsmanship, and creative

processes behind American fashion—from fine

jewelry, handbags, and footwear to hats, eyewear,

and apparel. As the United States celebrates its

250th anniversary, the issue recognizes the

designers and creative talents whose work

continues to shape American fashion and influence design worldwide.

Margaret’s feature, “The Art of the Unseen: Preserving Couture Legacies at Margaret’s,” explores

another essential chapter in the life of exceptional fashion: the highly specialized craftsmanship

and technical expertise required to preserve important garments long after their original

creation. 

“Great fashion deserves exceptional care. Our role is to preserve the designer’s craftsmanship

while protecting the history and memories each piece carries forward,” said Chuck Horst,

President of Margaret’s The Couture Cleaner.

Three Couture Restoration Stories.  The AC Magazine feature opens Margaret’s archives to

showcase three distinctly different restoration challenges involving couture leather, architectural
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“The Art of the Unseen” in AC Magazine highlights

Margaret’s expertise in preserving couture legacies,

from Valentino and Viktor & Rolf to a historic Liza

Minnelli film costume.

bridal fashion, and Hollywood costume

history.

A Valentino red leather dress arrived at

Margaret’s with a significant tear

beneath the arm, compromising the

delicate leather's structural integrity.

Margaret’s artisans stabilized and

repaired the damaged area while

maintaining the flexibility and

silhouette of the original Valentino

design. 

A heavily soiled Viktor & Rolf couture

bridal gown, referred to Margaret’s by

Mon Amie Bridal Salon, required a

multi-stage restoration process. The

gown underwent specialized cleaning,

multi-spectrum inspection to identify stains that might otherwise remain invisible, and

meticulous hand-finishing before being placed into Margaret’s museum-quality Legacy Gown

Preservation system. 

Great fashion deserves

exceptional care. Our role is

to preserve the designer’s

craftsmanship while

protecting the history and

memories each piece carries

forward.”

Chuck Horst, President,

Margaret's the Couture

Cleaner

The third project reaches into Hollywood history.

Margaret’s restored the emerald-green evening gown Liza

Minnelli wore as Francine Evans in Martin Scorsese’s 1977

film New York, New York. Designed by legendary costume

designer Theodora Van Runkle, the gown had suffered

significant staining and damage to its sequined

embroidery. Margaret’s restoration team treated the fragile

fabric to lift decades-old staining while stabilizing and

hand-detailing the damaged embroidery. 

Preserving the Art Behind Fashion. While fashion is most

often viewed through the finished garment, Margaret’s

work focuses on what happens afterward—how

specialized materials, construction techniques, embellishments and historic textiles can be

conserved against the effects of time, wear and environmental damage. The company’s work

encompasses contemporary couture and designer fashion, bridal gowns, luxury leather and

handbags, vintage garments and historically significant textiles.

The AC Magazine feature reflects Margaret’s philosophy that preservation is an important

extension of craftsmanship. Exceptional fashion represents not only monetary value, but also



the creativity of its designer, the work of its artisans and, in many cases, an irreplaceable

personal or cultural history.

As the article explains, Margaret’s approach is about preserving the “history, emotion, and

equity” of a wardrobe, whether the challenge involves luxury leather, architectural bridal wear,

or irreplaceable vintage film couture. 

About Margaret’s The Couture Cleaner

Founded in 1987, Margaret’s The Couture Cleaner is a textile conservation and restoration house

specializing in couture and designer garments, bridal gowns, luxury leather and handbags,

vintage fashion, and historically significant textiles.

Margaret’s works with private clients, collectors, luxury retailers, museums, and cultural

institutions and provides specialized cleaning, restoration, preservation, alterations, and

technical textile services. With locations throughout Southern California and CleanByMail

nationwide service, Margaret’s provides access to its specialized care to clients across the United

States.

For more information, visit www.margarets.com.
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