
Data Center Growth Is Creating a New
Generation of Skilled Trades Careers

The Blue Collar Virtual Trade School

Offers Data Center and Facility

Maintenance Certifications to Prepare the

Workforce Behind America’s Digital

Infrastructure

AUSTIN, TX, UNITED STATES,

September 22, 2026 /

EINPresswire.com/ -- Artificial

intelligence, cloud computing, and the

rapid expansion of digital technology

are driving significant investment in

data centers across the United States.

But building these facilities is only part

of the workforce challenge.

Once a data center comes online,

skilled professionals are needed

around the clock to operate, maintain,

inspect, and troubleshoot the complex

physical systems that keep it running.

That growing need is creating new

career opportunities for electricians,

HVAC technicians, facilities

maintenance technicians, critical

facilities technicians, controls

technicians, mechanical technicians,

and other skilled trades professionals.

“AI may be powered by software, but none of it works without physical infrastructure and the

skilled people who keep that infrastructure operating,” said Troy Latuff, Founder and CEO of The

Blue Collar Recruiter and Blue Collar Virtual Trade School. “Building the data center is only the

beginning. Once it is operational, you need technicians who understand electrical systems,
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cooling, mechanical equipment, controls, preventive maintenance, safety, and troubleshooting.”

The Workforce Behind Data Center Uptime

Data centers are unlike typical commercial buildings. They house technology that must remain

operational around the clock, making reliability, cooling, power, and preventive maintenance

critical to their operation.

Behind the servers and digital equipment are extensive physical systems, including electrical

distribution, backup power, HVAC and cooling equipment, controls, generators, pumps, and

other mechanical infrastructure.

As companies build more facilities to support AI, cloud computing, and the growing demand for

digital services, they also need a workforce capable of keeping those systems operational long

after construction is complete.

This creates opportunities not only during the construction of new facilities, but throughout their

operating lives as technicians maintain equipment, troubleshoot problems, perform preventive

maintenance, and help protect uptime.

Preparing Workers for Data Center Careers

To help meet this growing workforce need, The Blue Collar Virtual Trade School offers a Data

Center Certification designed to help individuals develop technical knowledge relevant to careers

within data center and mission-critical environments.

The program provides a pathway for individuals interested in the skilled trades side of the

technology industry, where careers can involve maintaining and supporting the electrical,

mechanical, cooling, and other infrastructure that keeps data centers operating.

Students train through flexible online coursework that includes HD video instruction, interactive

learning, virtual labs, and 3D simulations designed to help develop practical technical

knowledge.

For individuals entering the workforce, changing careers, or already working in a skilled trade,

data center training can provide another avenue for applying and expanding their technical skills

in a rapidly growing industry.

“The technology industry needs more than software engineers,” Latuff said. “There is an entire

skilled workforce behind the physical infrastructure. For someone interested in HVAC, electrical,

mechanical systems, maintenance, or troubleshooting, data centers can introduce a completely

different career path they may not have considered before.”

http://thebluecollarrecruiter.com/vts-overview/


Facility Maintenance Skills Extend Beyond Data Centers

The opportunity extends well beyond data centers.

Many of the fundamental skills needed to maintain mission-critical infrastructure are also

valuable throughout commercial and industrial facilities.

The Blue Collar Virtual Trade School’s Facility Maintenance Career Certification helps students

develop a broader technical foundation across HVAC, electrical, plumbing, mechanical systems,

preventive maintenance, troubleshooting, and safety.

These cross-trade skills can support career opportunities in manufacturing facilities, hospitals,

hotels, schools, warehouses, commercial properties, multi-family buildings, industrial operations,

and other environments that depend on skilled technicians to keep equipment and building

systems functioning.

Facilities maintenance can also provide a pathway for trades professionals who want to broaden

their knowledge beyond a single specialty.

An HVAC technician who expands their understanding of electrical systems and controls, for

example, or a maintenance professional who develops knowledge across HVAC, plumbing,

electrical, and mechanical systems can bring a broader range of capabilities to an employer.

“Data centers are a great example of where technical careers are evolving,” Latuff said.

“Employers need people who understand how multiple systems work together. Those skills can

be valuable in a data center, but they can also translate into manufacturing, healthcare,

commercial facilities, hospitality, property management, and many other industries.”

Building a Broader Technical Workforce

The expansion of data centers comes at a time when many employers are already working to

build stronger pipelines of skilled technical workers.

At the same time, technology is changing the skills technicians may encounter on the job. Digital

controls, connected equipment, advanced diagnostics, automation, and increasingly

sophisticated building systems are becoming a larger part of modern facilities.

Tomorrow’s technicians may need to combine traditional hands-on knowledge with the ability to

understand and troubleshoot increasingly connected equipment and systems.

That makes accessible technical training and continued workforce development increasingly

important.

https://thebluecollarrecruiter.com/career/facility-maintenance/


The Blue Collar Virtual Trade School provides flexible, self-paced training designed for new

technicians, career changers, veterans, high school graduates, apprentices, existing trades

professionals, employers, and workforce development organizations.

In addition to its Data Center Certification and Facility Maintenance Career Certification, the

school offers training across HVAC, electrical, plumbing, and other skilled trades, along with

opportunities to prepare for industry-recognized credentials and expand job-ready technical

skills.

Students also receive career support designed to help bridge the gap between training and

employment, including resume development, interview preparation, and job placement

assistance.

A Skilled Trades Opportunity Inside the AI Boom

As investment in artificial intelligence continues, much of the attention remains focused on the

technology itself. But every new data center represents a massive piece of physical infrastructure

that must be constructed, powered, cooled, inspected, maintained, repaired, and upgraded

throughout its operating life.

That creates an opportunity to introduce more people to skilled trades careers through an

industry they may not traditionally associate with blue-collar work.

“When people hear about the AI boom, they tend to think about programmers and technology

companies,” Latuff said. “But there is another side of this growth story. Someone has to build

these facilities, and someone has to keep them running. That creates an opportunity for the next

generation of skilled trades professionals.”

Through its Data Center Certification, Facility Maintenance Career Certification, and broader

skilled trades training programs, the Blue Collar Virtual Trade School is helping prepare

individuals for emerging technical careers as well as the skilled trades occupations that continue

to support America’s infrastructure.

About The Blue Collar Virtual Trade School

The Blue Collar Virtual Trade School provides flexible, online skilled trades training designed to

prepare individuals for careers in data centers, facilities maintenance, HVAC, electrical, plumbing,

and other technical fields. Through HD video instruction, interactive 3D simulations, virtual labs,

certification preparation, and self-paced learning, students can develop practical knowledge for

careers across commercial, industrial, residential, and mission-critical environments.

The school also provides career support, including resume development, interview preparation,

and job placement assistance to help students transition from training into the workforce.
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