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CABLE-LINK Highlights USB-C Cable

Design, Testing and Customization for

Evolving Compliance Requirements

CALIFORNIA, CA, UNITED STATES,

September 29, 2026 /

EINPresswire.com/ -- The engineering

variables that determine Type-C cable

performance — differential impedance

control, shielding construction, jacket

material selection and E-Marker chip

configuration — frame the published

production and commercial

parameters of 

The company, established in 2007 and

selling under the CABLE-LINK brand,

states that it exports 100 percent of its

output to EU and USA markets. It

operates a 5,000 m² production site

with six production lines, a workforce

of 65 and a daily cable capacity of up to 50,000 pieces, according to company information.

Its Type-C cable range holds CE verification of conformity issued by Shenzhen CTL Testing

Technology Co., Ltd. under certificate number CTL1803201013-EC, dated 10 April 2019 and

assessed against EN 55032:2015, EN 55024:2010+A1:2015, EN 61000-3-2:2014 and EN 61000-3-

3:2013.

Regulation and Volume Set the Backdrop

The European Union’s Common Charger Directive required USB-C to become the standard

charging interface for portable electronic devices by December 2024, a change the European

Parliament estimated affects more than 400 million units annually. Separately, the USB

Implementers Forum published the USB Type-C Cable and Connector Specification Release 2.4 in

http://www.einpresswire.com


October 2024, which defined a certification path for charging-only interfaces and permitted 14-

pin configurations for power-sensitive devices.

Demand for the cables themselves continues to expand. The global USB-C cable market reached

USD 6.48 billion in 2024 and is projected to reach USD 20.23 billion by 2033, according to

Dataintelo. The same research house valued the USB-C charger market at USD 18.7 billion in

2025, with wall chargers holding a 38.5 percent share. Credence Research put the USB hub

market at USD 4.72 billion in 2024, with multi-port hubs accounting for more than 55 percent of

that segment — a relevant figure for buyers sourcing USB C Hub and USB C Docking Station

products alongside cable supply.

Compliance across that volume is not uniform. An estimate published by Market Growth Reports

places the share of USB-C cables on the market that fail to meet USB-IF compliance standards at

approximately 30 percent, with high-wattage safe charging identified as a recurring failure

point.

The Four Engineering Variables in a Type-C Cable

Field performance of a Type-C cable is not determined by any single component. Four

engineering variables dominate: the electrical consistency of the high-speed signal pair, the

electromagnetic behaviour of the shield, the mechanical and thermal properties of the jacket,

and the identification logic held in the connector electronics. Each is measurable, and each has a

specific point in production where the decision is effectively irreversible.

1. Differential Impedance Control

USB-C data transmission relies on differential signal pairs in which two conductors carry equal

and opposite signals. The characteristic impedance of that pair must remain within a defined

tolerance along the full length of the assembly. Variation introduced by conductor gauge,

dielectric thickness, twist pitch or termination geometry produces signal reflection, raises

insertion loss and degrades the eye diagram that the receiving chipset must resolve.

Impedance is fixed at the extrusion and twisting stages. It cannot be corrected by firmware, by

connector selection or by final inspection. Suppliers building Type-c data cable for high-speed

protocols therefore control conductor geometry and dielectric consistency during cable making

rather than testing only at final assembly. For buyers, the practical implication is that a claimed

data rate is a manufacturing capability statement and not a property that can be confirmed

afterwards by visual or basic functional inspection.

2. Shielding Architecture

Shielding performs two functions. It limits crosstalk between adjacent pairs so that signal

integrity is preserved, and it limits radiated emissions so that the finished assembly satisfies
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electromagnetic compatibility requirements in the destination market. Typical constructions

combine an aluminium foil layer bonded to the dielectric with an outer braided coverage, with a

drain wire terminated to the connector shell.

Shield effectiveness depends on coverage percentage, the quality of the ground termination at

both ends of the assembly and the consistency of the braid weave. EMC test results, rather than

design descriptions, are the usable evidence here. CABLE-LINK’s Type-C cable line holds CE

verification of conformity assessed against EN 55032:2015 and EN 55024:2010+A1:2015, the

emission and immunity standards applied to multimedia equipment in the EU and EEA market

under certificate CTL1803201013-EC.

3. Jacket Material and Thermal Behaviour

The outer jacket determines flexibility, abrasion resistance and the temperature window in which

the cable can operate. Thermoplastic elastomer compounds are commonly specified where

repeated bending and a wider operating band matter, while PVC compounds remain in use

where unit cost is the dominant constraint. The choice affects field returns more than it affects

first-article testing.

Material selection also drives regulatory exposure. RoHS and REACH restrictions apply to

substances used in the jacket and in the connector overmould, and the declaration

documentation accompanying a shipment is audited by EU importers. CABLE-LINK states that its

products have passed CE, RoHS, REACH, HDMI, MFi, UL and FCC requirements, and that the

company holds ISO 9001 and BSCI certification.

4. E-Marker Chip Configuration

Electronically marked cables contain a chip in the connector that communicates the cable’s

current and data capability to the power source. The USB Type-C specification requires electronic

marking for cables designed to carry higher current levels, and the Release 2.4 update

formalised an equivalent path for charging-only designs.

For a brand owner specifying a Type-c PD cable, the E-Marker determines whether a notebook

negotiates its intended power level or falls back to a lower, safer current. That failure mode is

invisible in a visual inspection and in most simple functional tests. The chip’s supplier, firmware

revision and configured current rating therefore belong on the approved bill of materials, not

only in the manufacturer’s documentation archive.

What CABLE-LINK’s Published Scope Covers

The commercial terms attached to that technical scope are specific. Company information states

that CABLE-LINK offers OEM production services and customization of cable length and logo for

the EU and USA markets — the two regions it supplies, with an export ratio of 100 percent.
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Monthly capacity is listed at 300,000 units, with a standard lead time of 30 days and a minimum

order quantity of 2,000 units. Quality control is described as 100 percent testing, and the

company operates a three-engineer R&D team responsible for specification work on customer

programmes.

Purchase terms follow the same structure: delivery on FOB or CIF terms, acceptance based on

pre-shipment testing, and payment split 30/70. For buyers at the evaluation and execution

stages, the pre-shipment test clause is the point at which the cable-level engineering described

above becomes a contractual obligation rather than a datasheet claim.

Certification Scope Across the Accessory Range

Beyond the Type-C cable line, the company’s compliance record covers adjacent accessory

categories that buyers frequently source in the same order. A separate CE certificate of

conformity, number HX1709161236, issued on 16 September 2017 by Shenzhen HX certification

testing Co., Ltd, covers USB 3.0 hub models HY-304, HY-303, HY-305, USB3-M104B/N, HY-401A,

HY-701A, HY-703 and HY-103, assessed against EN 55032:2015/AC:2016-207 and

EN55024:2010+A1:2015.

Additional CE documentation held by the company covers network cable models CAT. 5e and

CAT. 6 under certificate CTL1803201012-EC, HDMI cable models NPF02C00H003 through

NPF02C00H007 under certificate ZKT-220714139C, and power bank models CLE-9300 through

CLE-9607 under certificate UNI2014082001EC-1. For importers assembling a mixed accessory

programme, aligned certification across categories reduces the number of separate compliance

dossiers an EU or US buyer has to maintain.

Field Evidence From European Programmes

Two programmes in France are recorded in the company’s project history. In the first, a

consumer electronics client took delivery of 2,000 units intended for combined data transfer and

charging, with the installation reported as operating stably for two years. In the second, 2,000

units were deployed for audio and video transmission, also with a two-year stability record.

Additional projects in the same market cover laptop expansion through multi-port

configurations, 10 Gbps network data transfer, and 4K at 120 Hz audio and video transmission.

The two-year operating period is a limited sample, but it covers the failure modes — connector

fatigue, shield degradation and charging negotiation errors — that typically surface after the first

year of use rather than during incoming inspection.

Market Impact

For component buyers, the combination of a mandatory EU interface and an estimated

compliance failure rate of roughly 30 percent changes the risk profile of Type-C cable



procurement. Non-conforming assemblies are usually identified not at goods-in inspection but in

field returns, where the cost is measured in replacement freight, handling and brand exposure

rather than in unit price. That asymmetry favours suppliers able to produce EMC test evidence

and material declarations before shipment, and able to hold a documented pre-shipment

acceptance test.

The competitive field spans two distinct groups. Anker and Belkin are identified as leading third-

party manufacturers in the USB-C accessory market, with Anker’s Powerline series cited for 100

W Power Delivery performance in a TechGearLab review summarised by Credence Research.

Manufacturers serving private-label and OEM programmes compete on a different basis, where

certification scope, test documentation and delivery reliability carry more weight than retail

brand equity.

Market Research Signals

Third-party market data points to continued volume growth rather than consolidation.

Dataintelo’s projection of USD 20.23 billion for the USB-C cable market by 2033 implies a market

roughly three times its 2024 size of USD 6.48 billion. The USB-C charger segment, valued at USD

18.7 billion in 2025 with wall chargers holding a 38.5 percent share, is expanding alongside cable

demand.

On the supply side, Grand View Research reported that Asia Pacific accounted for 41.2 percent of

mobile charger revenue in 2023, a concentration that sustains the region’s role as the primary

manufacturing base for EU and US cable and charger programmes. Regulatory tightening in

Europe has not reduced the number of suppliers; it has raised the documentation threshold for

remaining on an approved vendor list.

Verification checklist for Type-C cable evaluation

EMC evidence: a valid CE certificate number, issuing laboratory and the exact standards

assessed, not a general conformity statement.

Impedance discipline: whether the supplier controls conductor geometry and dielectric

consistency in-house or assembles from purchased finished cable.

E-Marker control: chip supplier, firmware revision and configured current rating recorded on the

approved bill of materials.

Material declarations: RoHS and REACH documentation tied to the specific jacket and overmould

compounds used.

Acceptance terms: pre-shipment testing written into the contract, with a defined sample plan

and pass criterion.



Programme parameters: minimum order quantity, lead time and capacity stated in units per

month rather than as a general capability claim.

Closing Outlook

The Type-C cable specification itself is stable. The compliance environment around it is not. With

USB-C mandated across the EU portable device market since December 2024, and with the USB

Implementers Forum continuing to refine certification paths for reduced-pin, charging-only

designs, the differentiating work has moved from connector design to process control:

impedance consistency in the differential pair, verifiable shielding performance, jacket materials

that survive both thermal cycling and regulatory review, and E-Marker firmware matched to the

power profile the buyer sells.

For a manufacturer such as CABLE-LINK, whose output is directed entirely to the EU and USA,

that shift makes documented testing and traceable certification the primary commercial asset

rather than secondary paperwork. Technical and commercial information on the company’s

Type-C cable and related product lines is published at www.cable-link.cn.
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