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KINGDOM, October 2, 2026 The Business Research Company

/EINPresswire.com/ -- "The military

aerial refueling tanker market has

experienced notable growth in recent years, driven by evolving defense needs and technological

advancements. Looking ahead, this sector is set to expand further as military forces worldwide

focus on enhancing their operational capabilities and extending mission ranges. Below is an
overview of the market's current status, key growth factors,

“ regional dynamics, and future trends shaping its

trajectory.

Expected to grow to $8.07
billion in 2030 at a
compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 8.4%"
The Business Research
Company

Strong Market Expansion Expected in Military Aerial
Refueling Tanker Industry

The size of the military aerial refueling tanker market has
seen significant increases, rising from $5.37 billion in 2025
to an anticipated $5.85 billion in 2026. This reflects a

robust compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 8.8%. The upward trend in the past years is
largely due to escalating military modernization efforts, a growing need to prolong aircraft
mission endurance, increased defense spending focused on air superiority, expanded strategic
air mobility operations, and heightened demand for aerial refueling support during military
missions.

Download a free sample of the military aerial refueling tanker market report:

https://www.thebusinessresearchcompany.com/sample request?id=10200127&type=smp&nam
e=Military%20Aerial%20Refueling%20Tanker%20Market%20Report%202026&utm source=EINPr
esswire&utm medium=Paid&utm campaign=Sep PR
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Forecast Indicates Continued Growth

Through 2030 Military Aerial Refueling Tanker Market ¢ B“S‘”“SFHW
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role tanker transport aircraft. Notable

trends during the forecast period

include the push for extended range military aircraft operations, widespread deployment of
advanced aerial refueling capabilities, accelerated modernization of tanker fleets, development
of autonomous and unmanned refueling systems, and a focus on multi-mission airborne
support platforms.

Understanding the Role and Function of Military Aerial Refueling Tankers

Military aerial refueling tankers are specialized aircraft designed to transfer fuel to other planes
mid-flight, thereby extending their operational range and mission duration. These tankers
primarily support surveillance, reconnaissance, and airborne patrol aircraft by enabling longer
missions and reducing the need for landing to refuel. This capability is crucial for maintaining
continuous air operations and maximizing strategic reach.

View the full military aerial refueling tanker market report:

https://www.thebusinessresearchcompany.com/report/military-aerial-refueling-tanker-market-
global-report?utm source=EINPresswire&utm medium=Paid&utm campaign=Sep PR

Military Modernization Programs Driving Market Growth

One of the key forces propelling the military aerial refueling tanker market is the surge in military
modernization programs worldwide. These initiatives aim to upgrade defense capabilities
through the introduction of cutting-edge weapons systems and technologies. Growing
geopolitical tensions and security concerns have intensified efforts to bolster national
sovereignty and regional stability. As countries seek to strengthen their forces and deter
potential threats, demand for advanced force projection assets like aerial refueling tankers has
increased. Such tankers enable longer operational ranges and improved mission endurance,
supporting next-generation multi-domain combat operations. For example, in March 2023, the
European Security and Defence College reported that the ongoing US Army modernization
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program plans to deploy 35 new future force systems by 2030, forming part of over 500 ongoing
development and upgrade projects. This exemplifies how modernization efforts are directly
fueling market expansion.

Regional Leaders and Emerging Growth Markets in Military Aerial Refueling Tankers

In 2025, North America held the largest share of the military aerial refueling tanker market,
reflecting its established defense infrastructure and procurement capacity. Meanwhile, the Asia-
Pacific region is forecasted to experience the fastest growth over the coming years due to
increasing defense investments and modernization initiatives. The market report covers a broad
geographic scope including Asia-Pacific, South East Asia, Western Europe, Eastern Europe, North
America, South America, the Middle East, and Africa, providing a comprehensive view of global
market dynamics.

New additions to our 2026 reports:

+ Market attractiveness scoring and analysis

* Total addressable market (TAM) analysis

« Company scoring matrix graphics and tables
* Excel-based forecasting dashboards

* Market hotspots infographics

* Key technologies and future trend analysis

+ Updated graphics and tables
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