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Greater Washington Urban League Appoints
Dr. Hanna Tessema as Acting Chief of
Programs & Impact

WASHINGTON, DC, UNITED STATES,
October 7, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --
The Greater Washington Urban League
(GWUL) today announced the
appointment of Dr. Hanna Tessema as
Acting Chief of Programs & Impact,
effective October 5, 2026. In this new
role, Dr. Tessema will work across
GWUL's program teams to strengthen
collaboration, advance program quality
and growth, and deepen the
organization’s ability to measure,
understand, and communicate its
impact.

Dr. Tessema brings extensive
experience in program strategy,
development, evaluation, and
partnership building, along with
demonstrated leadership of GWUL's
Family Wellness Center and its

signature initiatives, including Black @ Greater Washington Urban League
Fatherhood Blueprint and Birthing
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As Acting Chief of Programs & Impact,

Dr. Tessema will work alongside program leaders and teams to strengthen connections across
initiatives, identify shared goals and opportunities, and use insights and learnings to inform the
organization’s ongoing work. Her leadership will help GWUL further align its programs and
expand how it serves individuals, families, and communities throughout the region.

“Hanna has demonstrated exceptional leadership across GWUL. | am excited to see her step into
this new role and for her partnership in this work,” said Dr. Faith Gibson Hubbard, Interim
President & CEO of the Greater Washington Urban League. “I am confident her leadership will
strengthen how we work together in a more interconnected and comprehensive way across the


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://gwul.org/

organization, while ensuring each of our areas of work
“ continues to deepen its impact.”

Hanna has demonstrated
exceptional leadership
across GWUL. | am excited
to see her step into this new

“I am honored to step into this role and have the
opportunity to work across GWUL's programs and teams to
deepen the impact of our work and create more pathways
role and for her partnership Fo hgalth, stability, a.n'd economic opportunlty for the
in this work.” individuals and families we serve,” said Dr. Hanna
Faith Gibson Hubbard, Tessema, Acting Chief of Prc?lgrams & Impact at the Greater
Interim President & CEO, Washlngtgn Urban Lgague. lam grateful‘for the
GwuL ~ ©OPportunity to contribute to GWUL's continued growth and
to work alongside colleagues who are deeply committed to

our mission."

Dr. Tessema will serve in the acting role for six months, during which time GWUL will continue to
shape and refine the position to ensure it best supports the organization’s programmatic
priorities and needs. Following the six-month period, Dr. Tessema will transition into the role
permanently.

About Dr. Hanna Tessema

Dr. Hanna Tessema is a public health practitioner with over 20 years of experience, including ten
years in New York City leading capacity building and technical assistance efforts, developing
curricula, and delivering training on U.S. health disparities and infectious disease prevention.
Before her appointment as Acting Chief of Programs & Impact, she served as Director of Health
& Wellness at the Greater Washington Urban League. She's spent her public health career
building strategic partnerships, conducting research, monitoring and evaluating programs, and
leading community engagement efforts. Her work translates research and behavioral theory into
practical public health interventions, using data, evaluation findings, and community feedback to
guide program strategy, strengthen quality, support continuous learning, and communicate
impact. Dr. Tessema holds a Doctor of Public Health (DrPH) from The George Washington
University, an MPH in Epidemiology from NYU, and an MSW and BA from the University of
Michigan. She also serves as adjunct faculty at GWU, teaching Social & Behavioral Health.

About Greater Washington Urban League (GWUL):

The Greater Washington Urban League is a nonprofit organization dedicated to empowering
communities and changing lives. Through advocacy, education, and programs focused on
economic empowerment, education and youth development, health and quality of life, and civic
engagement, GWUL works tirelessly to advance social and economic justice for all. Join the
conversation and follow GWUL on social media for news and event information:

Facebook: @GreaterWashingtonUrbanLeague

LinkedIn: @GreaterWashingtonUrbanLeague

Instagram: @GWUL365
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/948012824

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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