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Four days. One experience. A movement

that continues

MIAMI, FL, UNITED STATES, October 8,

2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- When the

doors opened at Miami Dade College's

Wolfson Campus, speakers and

attendees knew they were in for a

conference. What they couldn't have

known was that they were stepping

into something far greater — a Smart

City Experience: a true four-day festival

of ideas, innovation, and human

connection under the banner Urban

Intelligence for a Regenerative Future.

By the time the final session closed, one thing was clear: this was not simply an event. It was a

movement.

More Than a Conference — A Festival of Urban Intelligence

Smart City Expo Miami reimagined what a city-making gathering could be. Across four immersive

days, the program wove together a Wellness Experience, Conference, Exhibition, Award

Ceremony, Networking, Workshop, Masterclass, and the groundbreaking AI Summit — each

element reinforcing the others in a complete learning journey.

And it worked. Conversations over lunch and coffee breaks became collaborations. Chance

encounters in the exhibition hall became business partnerships. As one attendee put it, "The

connections made between sessions were worth the registration alone."

Wellness as Urban Infrastructure

True to its regenerative vision, the Experience began not in a conference room but in nature. The

Wellness Experience at Patch Of Heaven Sanctuary — a 20-acre regenerated forest preserve and

http://www.einpresswire.com
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nature-based mindful retreat center in Redland, FL — invited participants into a guided practice

of biomimicry, biophilia, and ecowellness led by Suzanne Jewell, CEO of Patch of Heaven

Sanctuary. It was a powerful reminder that the smartest city is one where its people can pause,

breathe, and reconnect — with nature, with themselves, and with each other.

The Conference: Real-World Wisdom from Around the Globe

At the heart of the experience, the Conference delivered on its promise: powerful, real-world

case studies from speakers spanning the globe, all united under the theme Urban Intelligence

for a Regenerative Future and six transformative tracks: Game-changing Cities, The Regenerative

Hub, Civic Intelligence, Neuro-Urbanism, Living Infrastructure, and Regenerative Minds.

The energy was electric from the first moment. Madeline Pumariega, President of Miami Dade

College, set the tone with opening remarks that grounded the conversation in what truly

matters:

"Great conversation at Smart City Expo Miami about what it takes to build a smarter Miami.

Technology and innovation matter, but our greatest asset is our people. Miami's future depends

on how well we develop talent and create pathways to the opportunities ahead."

Then Steven Meiner, Mayor of Miami Beach, delivered an opening keynote that expanded the

horizon entirely: "World Cup Legacy Beyond the Final Whistle: Economic & Social Impact." His

message was a masterclass in long-term urban thinking:

"Major sporting events are not merely moments of celebration but catalysts that reshape urban

infrastructure, unlock economic opportunities, and forge community identity for generations.

The question is never whether a city hosts the world, but what it builds that endures after the

world leaves."

The Awards: Honoring Those Who Make Cities More Human

The Urban Intelligence Impact Award Ceremony, presented by Smart Cities Americas, celebrated

the changemakers turning vision into reality — honoring exceptional work in Placemaking,

Healing Design, Public Health Infrastructure, Education, Nature Based Mindfulness, and the Book

of the Year, The Paradox of Proximity. Each recipient reminded us that urban intelligence is

ultimately measured in human terms.

Learning That Goes Deeper

Where the conference inspired breadth, the Workshop and Masterclass delivered depth.

In the Workshop "The Cost of Inaction: The Economics of Biophilic and Regenerative Design,"

Nuria Muñoz Arce of Habitarmonia (Valencia, Spain) made a compelling — and at times sobering

— case: the true price of design decisions is measured not only in what we build, but in what we

fail to build. Regenerative design, she argued, is not a premium. It is the only economics that



adds up.

The Masterclass, "The Paradox of Proximity: Designing Friction for Connection," led by Ann-Britt

Elvin Andersen and Jakob Norman-Hansen of BLOXHUB (Copenhagen, Denmark), challenged one

of our most cherished assumptions — that removing friction always improves our cities.

Sometimes, they proposed, the obstacles we design away are precisely the encounters that

make us human. It was the kind of session that leaves a room buzzing long after it ends.

The AI Summit: Launching the Citiverse in the US

The AI Summit marked a historic milestone: the official launch of the Citiverse concept in the

United States. Opening remarks from Cristina Bueti, Counsellor on Citiverse at the ITU (Geneva,

Switzerland), framed the ambition, before Dr. Jonathan Reichental, CEO of Human Future (Silicon

Valley), delivered a keynote that looked squarely at the frontier.

The Summit explored how space, behavior, and policy constraints can be integrated into world

models to enhance decision-making in planning, simulation, and scenario analysis — while

courageously confronting the hard policy questions: data sovereignty, privacy, algorithmic

accountability, inclusiveness, and citizen consent. This was not technology for technology's sake.

It was technology with a conscience.

The Takeaway

"Smart City Expo Miami 2026 proved that the future of our cities will not be written by

technology alone — but by the courage to connect, the wisdom to regenerate, and the conviction

that wellbeing is not a luxury. It is essential urban infrastructure." Bernardo Scheinkman, CEO of

Smart Cities Americas.

Four days. One experience. A movement that continues.

We'll see you next year in Miami.

#SCEM26 #SmartCityExpoMiami #UrbanIntelligence #RegenerativeFuture #SartCity #SmartCities

#Miami

Bernardo Scheinkman
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