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The Global Aerial Refueling Systems Market is
expected to grow at a CAGR of 8.7%
throughout the forecast period.
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The aerial refueling systems market has witnessed solid growth recently, with its size expected to
increase from $0.69 billion in 2025 to $0.76 billion in 2026, reflecting a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 9.2%. This upward trend during the past years is largely due to intensified military
modernization initiatives, a rise in long-range combat missions, growing defense budgets,
expanding needs for strategic air mobility, and increased procurement of tanker aircraft.

Download a free sample of the aerial refueling systems market report:

https://www.thebusinessresearchcompany.com/sample_request?id=96862244&type=smp&nam
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Looking ahead, the aerial refueling systems market is projected to maintain strong momentum,
reaching $1.06 billion by 2030 with a CAGR of 8.7%. This forecasted growth is driven by factors
such as the rising deployment of unmanned aerial vehicles, increased investment in next-
generation tanker fleets, demand for autonomous refueling capabilities, greater joint military
operations, and a growing emphasis on rapid force projection. Key trends expected to influence
the market include the adoption of multi-mission aerial refueling platforms, heightened demand
for extended aircraft mission endurance, air refueling fleet modernization, deployment of high-
capacity refueling systems, and integration of advanced fuel transfer and safety technologies.

Understanding Aerial Refueling Systems and Their Importance

Aerial refueling systems are specialized setups that allow fuel transfer between aircraft mid-
flight, significantly extending the range and flight duration of the receiving aircraft.
Predominantly used in military aviation, these systems support extended missions, quick force
deployment, and continuous aerial operations without requiring stops for ground refueling. By
improving operational flexibility and efficiency, aerial refueling systems enhance the strategic
reach and capabilities of air forces globally.

View the full aerial refueling systems market report:

https://www.thebusinessresearchcompany.com/report/aerial-refueling-systems-market-
report?utm_source=EINPresswire&utm _medium=Paid&utm_campaign=0ct PR

Increasing Military Modernization Programs as a Key Market Driver

One of the primary factors propelling growth in the aerial refueling systems industry is the surge
in military modernization programs. These comprehensive efforts aim to upgrade defense
capabilities through advanced technologies and weapon systems. Heightened geopolitical
tensions and security threats are prompting nations to invest heavily in strengthening their
military infrastructure to protect sovereignty and regional stability. Consequently, these
modernization programs are accelerating investments in aerial refueling systems, boosting
capabilities such as enhanced mission endurance and long-range operations.

To illustrate, a report from the European Security and Defence College in March 2023 highlighted
that by 2030, the US Army’s ongoing modernization efforts will introduce 35 new future force
systems, forming the backbone of over 500 active development, acquisition, or upgrade projects.
This example underscores how robust military modernization initiatives are key to driving
adoption and advancement within the aerial refueling systems market.

Regional Growth Patterns in the Aerial Refueling Systems Market

In 2025, North America was the dominant region in the global aerial refueling systems market,
commanding the largest share. Looking forward, the Asia-Pacific region is expected to
experience the fastest growth throughout the forecast period. The market report includes a
detailed analysis of various regions, including Asia-Pacific, South East Asia, Western Europe,
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Eastern Europe, North America, South America, the Middle East, and Africa, providing a
comprehensive picture of global market dynamics.

What's new in our 2026 market reports:

+ Market attractiveness scoring and analysis

* Total addressable market (TAM) analysis

« Company scoring matrix graphics and tables
* Excel dashboards

* Market hotspots infographics

* Key technologies and future trends

+ Updated graphics and tables
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