
Skin Analytics AI skin cancer checks rolled out
in the largest deployment of autonomous
medical AI in NHS history

Skin Analytics' DERM will be deployed across the

South East region

AI will be used to triage skin cancer

referrals across the whole of the NHSE

South East region, in the largest roll out

of autonomous medical AI in NHS history.

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM, October

9, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ -- AI will be

used to triage skin cancer referrals

across the whole of the NHSE South

East region, in the largest roll out of

autonomous medical AI in NHS history.

DERM, developed by Skin Analytics, will

go live throughout all 18 NHS South

East Trusts from autumn, extending

fast, accurate skin cancer detection of

a further 9 million people.  

DERM is the first and only AI certified for autonomous use under Class III CE marking, the highest

of regulatory scrutiny for a medical device, and is built and regulated in the UK, operating under

NHS data governance, clinical safety and security standards throughout.

This partnership takes a

proven technology to a large

part of the UK. The NHS is

the only health system

anywhere to take

autonomous AI into cancer

pathways at this scale.”

Neil Daly, founder and CEO of

Skin Analytics

It has been an integrated part of NHS dermatology

pathways for over six years and is  already in use in 25 NHS

Trusts across NHS England. DERM has assessed over

250,000 patients and found more than 25,000 cancers,

validated by histopathology, the diagnostic gold standard,

and is independently proven to perform at least as well as

a face-to-face dermatologist assessment¹.

Trained to identify patterns and structural features

associated with skin cancer with a precision far beyond

what the human eye can see, DERM correctly rules out skin

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://skin-analytics.com/ai-pathways/derm-performance/
https://skin-analytics.com/


cancer 99.5% of the time². Patients with benign lesions can then be safely and autonomously

discharged at the triage stage, while anyone flagged as higher risk can be fast tracked to a

specialist. 

With cases of skin cancer rising, early detection is what most often determines survival rate.

Triaging patients with DERM increases access to early detection, reduces waitlists for specialist

care and lowers the downstream cost to the NHS of treating skin cancer at a later, more serious

stage.  

Modelling for the three-year NHSE South East rollout suggests up to a third of urgent suspected

skin cancer referrals could be safely discharged before a patient's first outpatient appointment -

releasing an estimated 13,500 consultant hours a year, equivalent to around 27,000 additional

appointments across the region. Released at the triage stage, and sustained over three years,

capacity at this scale represents significant long term easing of pressure on NHS dermatology

pathways. Where there is no wait for triage, treatment can start sooner for patients who need it.

Neil Daly, founder and CEO of Skin Analytics said:  “We are delighted to work with NHS England

South East on a landmark partnership to improve skin cancer pathways for the entire region.

We've helped more than 250,000 patients find more than 25,000 cancers over six years, and this

partnership takes a proven technology to a large part of the UK. The NHS is the only health

system anywhere to take autonomous AI into cancer pathways at this scale, and that's a real

world first that happened here.”

Daghni Rajasingam, Regional Chief Medical Officer for NHS England in the South East, said: “For

patients, a suspected cancer referral can be an anxious time. Using AI safely alongside clinical

expertise means many people can receive reassurance sooner, while those who need further

investigation can be prioritised for specialist care. This rollout will also free up thousands of

hours of valuable clinical time, helping teams focus on patients with the most complex needs

and creating capacity for thousands more appointments. It is a fantastic example of how the

South East is harnessing technology to turn the ambitions of the 10-Year Health Plan into better,

faster care - improving access, supporting our workforce and delivering better outcomes for

patients.” 

Dr Alexandra Kemp is a Consultant Dermatologist and Trust Cancer Clinical Director at

Amersham Hospital, part of Buckinghamshire Hospitals NHS Trust, where DERM is already in

use. She said: “Across the country referrals for suspected skin cancer are continuing to rise and

there are not enough dermatologists to manage these referrals. AI DERM is a clinically proven AI

device that has enabled us, through image assessment, to take harmless lesions off the cancer

pathway more quickly, allowing the dermatologists in Buckinghamshire to focus time on true

skin cancers, and at the same time freeing up more capacity to see other common but

sometimes debilitating skin conditions such as eczema, psoriasis and acne.”



The NHSE South East roll out follows Northern Ireland's decision to approve the use of DERM to

autonomously assess skin cancer lesions across the region.
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