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The market for expanded polystyrene packaging has seen rapid expansion, with its size
forecasted to increase from $11.85 billion in 2025 to $13.09 billion in 2026, reflecting a
compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 10.5%. This growth so far has been fueled by rising
demand for lightweight packaging materials, a surge in e-commerce shipments, expanding
distribution channels for food and beverages, increased transportation of electronics, and the
essential need for cushioning to protect products during transit. Looking further ahead, the
market is projected to reach $19.23 billion by 2030, growing at a CAGR of 10.1%. Over this
period, growth drivers will include the demand for recyclable and material-efficient packaging,
heightened requirements for cold chain transport, greater pharmaceutical shipments, expanding
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protective packaging needs in online retail, and the necessity for thermal insulation in transit.
Key trends expected to influence the market comprise increasing adoption of lightweight
protective packaging, temperature-insulating solutions, durable cushioning materials, enhanced
safety for product transportation, and cost-effective foam packaging options.
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Understanding Expanded Polystyrene Packaging and Its Characteristics

Expanded polystyrene packaging consists of lightweight, rigid foam materials made by
expanding polystyrene beads into a closed-cell form. This unique structure provides valuable
characteristics such as low weight, strong durability, cushioning capacity, and thermal insulation.
These features collectively ensure that products are well protected and preserved throughout
handling and shipping processes, making expanded polystyrene a preferred choice for many
packaging applications.

The Role of Food and Beverage Industry Growth in Market Expansion
One major factor driving the expanded polystyrene packaging market is the rapid growth of the

food and beverage sector. This industry, responsible for producing, processing, packaging, and
distributing food and drink products, is expanding in response to a growing global population
and increasing consumer demand. With more food products needing protection, lightweight,
hygienic, and thermally insulating packaging solutions become essential for maintaining
freshness, safeguarding items during transport, and extending shelf life. For example, in July
2025, the Government of Canada reported that exports of processed food and beverage
products hit a record $59.8 billion in 2024, marking a 3.8% increase compared to the previous
year. This upward trend in the food and beverage industry is significantly boosting the demand
for expanded polystyrene packaging.

View the full expanded polystyrene packaging market report:

https://www.thebusinessresearchcompany.com/report/expanded-polystyrene-packaging-
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How Increasing International Trade Supports Market Growth

The rise in international trade is another key driver fueling the expanded polystyrene packaging
market. International trade involves the movement of goods and services across borders, and
globalization has led to more complex supply chains with materials sourced and products
distributed globally. As cross-border trade volumes increase, so does the need for protective
packaging that can withstand long-distance transportation. Expanded polystyrene is favored
because of its lightweight, shock-absorbing, and insulating properties, which help safeguard
goods during shipment. For instance, in October 2024, the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD) reported that maritime trade volumes reached 12,292 million tons
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in 2023, a 2.4% rise from the previous year and a recovery from 2022's decline. This growth in
international trade is positively impacting the expanded polystyrene packaging market.

Regional Market Leadership and Growth Outlook

In 2025, Asia-Pacific was the leading region in the expanded polystyrene packaging market and is
expected to maintain its position as the fastest-growing area during the forecast period. The
market report covers regions such as Asia-Pacific, South East Asia, Western Europe, Eastern
Europe, North America, South America, the Middle East, and Africa, providing a broad
perspective on global market trends and growth potential.

Our 2026 market reports now feature expanded strategic intelligence through market
attractiveness scoring and analysis, total addressable market (TAM) analysis, company scoring
matrix graphics and tables, Excel-based dashboards, market hotspots infographics, key
technology and future trend analysis, along with updated graphics and tables.
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