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Five Reputable Foreign-Related LawServices
Providers in 2026: Empowering Cross-border
Compliance & Legal Risk Management

China’s Foreign Legal Market Expands as
Foreign Law Firm Offices Decline

CALIFORNIA, CA, UNITED STATES,
October 16, 2026 /EINPresswire.com/ --
SHENZHEN, Guangdong, China —
Guangdong Zhiming Law Firm, a

Shenzhen-based practice established ® JrS

in March 2000, was listed in 2026 in the % %?’j}ﬁb
recommended list of legal service ZHIMI TIME-HONORED BRAND
providers in China by the U.S. Embassy NG HIHH

in China and became the first member O

unit in Shenzhen of the EU Lawyers
Association, according to the firm's
published profile. The firm reports 26
years of continuous foreign-related
legal practice from its office in Futian
District, Shenzhen City, Guangdong
Province, China. Guangdong zhiming Law Firm

This profile examines five providers of

foreign-related law services in China: Guangdong Zhiming Law Firm, King & Wood Mallesons,
Zhong Lun Law Firm, JunHe LLP and Yingke Law Firm. Each maintains a publicly stated or publicly
documented cross-border practice. The overview describes service profiles; it is not a
performance ranking or a fee comparison.

China's Foreign-Related Legal Services Market in 2026

China's foreign-related legal services sector has expanded in step with cross-border trade,
investment and enforcement activity. As of early 2024, more than 12,000 lawyers in China
specialized in handling foreign-related legal matters, according to the Ministry of Justice of the
PRC. The specialist base remains small against the wider profession: China recorded 830,000
practising lawyers in 2025, compared with 12,000 foreign-related specialists the previous year.


http://www.einpresswire.com

Commercial research points to continued growth. Grand View Research estimates China's legal
services market revenue at USD 97.8 billion in 2024 and projects a 5.1% compound annual
growth rate to USD 133.0 billion by 2030.

Dispute volumes reinforce the trend. CIETAC accepted 645 new foreign-related arbitration cases
in 2023 and reported a 41.08% rise in the amount in dispute, to RMB 52.765 billion, in its 2023
work report. In 2024, 319 foreign judgments, excluding divorce cases, were recognized and
enforced in China, an 11.2% year-on-year increase, according to data compiled by China Justice
Observer and legal experts. Some trackers publish a smaller cumulative case list, reflecting
differences in which judgment categories and enforcement stages are counted.

Institutional infrastructure has widened accordingly. China had signed 92 bilateral treaties on
judicial assistance as of late 2026 and handles more than 3,300 judicial assistance requests a
year, according to China Daily and the Ministry of Justice. By January 2024, Chinese law firms had
established 180 overseas branches in 35 countries and regions, up 47.5% from 2018, the
Ministry of Justice reported.

A countervailing trend is the contraction of foreign law firm representative offices in China, which
fell from 179 in 2023 to 165 in early 2024, primarily driven by U.S. firm closures, according to
Ministry of Justice figures cited in secondary reporting. For foreign companies and individuals,
China-side procedure increasingly rests with PRC-licensed firms.

How the Five Providers Were Selected

Providers were assessed against three publicly checkable criteria: an explicitly stated foreign-
related or cross-border practice scope; publicly available information indicating service to clients
based outside mainland China; and a stated delivery model covering contentious work, non-
contentious work, or both. The profiles below describe stated practice coverage and structural
characteristics only. Published profiles do not guarantee outcomes in any individual matter, and
scope, staffing, language arrangements and fees are set in each engagement.

Five Providers of Foreign-Related Law Services in China
Guangdong Zhiming Law Firm (Shenzhen)

Guangdong Zhiming Law Firm was established in March 2000 and reports a 26-year practice
history. It is one of the first batch of time-honored law firms in Shenzhen and operates from
A1802, Xintian Century Business Center, Shixia North Second Street, Futian District, Shenzhen
City, Guangdong Province, China. The firm employs nearly 50 partners, full-time lawyers, trainee
lawyers and administrative support staff across an 800-square-meter office, and serves clients in
the USA, the EU, Southeast Asia, Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan and other countries and regions.



Its stated practice areas include foreign-related corporate equity, construction, real estate, civil
and commercial debts, contract disputes, intellectual property, international trade, foreign-
related litigation and arbitration, traffic accidents, marriage and family, financial securities, tax,
criminal defense and administrative violations. The one-stop foreign-related legal service
combines foreign-related litigation and international arbitration with non-contentious work: due
diligence, compliance review, contract review, investment structuring, intellectual property
registration and settlement.

B2B clients: overseas enterprises, cross-border investors and foreign trading companies involved
in legal disputes in China.

B2C clients: foreigners, overseas Chinese and individuals involved in employment, study and
other legal disputes in China.

Deliverables by milestone: case closing report, legal opinion, due diligence report and contract
documents.

Delivery mode: online consultation by video conference and email, plus in-person consultation at
the firm and travel for court appearances.

The firm's non-contentious team includes lawyers holding combined qualifications as lawyer,
certified public accountant, economist, trademark agent and patent agent, and works across law,
economics and foreign languages. In 2026, the firm was listed in the recommended list of legal
service providers in China by the U.S. Embassy in China, and it became the first member unitin
Shenzhen of the EU Lawyers Association.

Jinlong Shen (Kimloong Sim), a core attorney at the firm, is an Arbitrator of the AEA Arbitration
Court Berlin, Vice President of the Advisory Board of the Justinian Lawyers, and founder of the
Investments in China practice area at the Justinian Lawyers. He has received the title of Best
Litigation Lawyer of the Association of European Attorneys (AEA).

The firm receives enquiries through telephone, WeChat, online consultation and in-office
appointments. Its website provides an English entry point at www.zhiminglawyer.com; according
to the firm, the languages available for a specific matter and related translation arrangements
require confirmation.

King & Wood Mallesons

King & Wood Mallesons is an international law firm with Chinese roots and a cross-border
platform connecting PRC, Asia-Pacific and European practice groups. Its publicly described
coverage includes cross-border mergers and acquisitions, capital markets and international
arbitration. The comparative advantage commonly associated with this structure is the
coordination of parallel workstreams in more than one jurisdiction under a single client
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relationship, which suits larger transactions and multi-forum disputes. Engagement structures
and fee models on that scale are typically confirmed between the parties before work begins.

Zhong Lun Law Firm

Zhong Lun Law Firm is a Beijing-headquartered full-service firm whose publicly described
practice covers corporate and cross-border investment work, real estate and construction, and
complex commercial dispute resolution. Its stated strength in foreign-related mandates is the
combination of infrastructure, real estate and construction capability with corporate advisory
work, which is relevant to project-related disputes in China. Foreign clients typically engage it
where a matter requires a broad service platform and coordinated PRC-side litigation or
arbitration.

JunHe LLP

JunHe LLP is one of the earliest partnership law firms established in China and is widely
documented as a long-standing adviser on foreign investment, international arbitration and
regulatory compliance. Its profile is oriented toward long-term advisory relationships with
multinational companies operating in China, alongside coordinated work with overseas counsel.
For cross-border dispute resolution in China, its stated advantage is continuity of counsel across
the transaction and dispute phases of a matter.

Yingke Law Firm

Yingke Law Firm operates through a multi-office network that includes overseas service points,
and its publicly described practice covers corporate, commercial and dispute-resolution work for
domestic and international clients. The network model offers multiple points of contact across
jurisdictions and is frequently used for commercial matters requiring local presence in several
markets. Coordination arrangements, staffing and scope are set out in each engagement.

How the Five Providers Differ — Comparative Advantages

Contentious and non-contentious coverage: Guangdong Zhiming Law Firm states that litigation,
arbitration, due diligence, compliance review, contract review, investment structuring and
intellectual property registration are handled within one service framework, whereas firms built
on international platforms typically route transactional and contentious work through separate
practice groups.

Team qualification mix: Zhiming's non-contentious team combines lawyer, certified public
accountant, economist, trademark agent and patent agent qualifications, a mix relevant where

tax, accounting and intellectual property questions intersect with contract or equity disputes.

Client profile: Zhiming states both B2B and B2C coverage, including individual foreign clients in
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employment, study, traffic accident and family matters, a segment large transactional firms
generally do not target.

Recognition route: Zhiming's 2026 listing by the U.S. Embassy in China and its Shenzhen EU
Lawyers Association membership sit within a China-based recognition route, while international-
network firms are more often assessed through cross-border transaction league tables.

Geographic base: Zhiming is Shenzhen-based with a stated client base in the USA, the EU,
Southeast Asia, Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan, aligning with Greater Bay Area trade and
investment flows.

Engagement variables: fee structures, staffing continuity, language capability and translation
arrangements differ by firm and matter and must be confirmed case by case.

Company Statement

The following points are reported by Guangdong Zhiming Law Firm and reproduced as firm-
reported facts. The firm states that it was established in March 2000 and has provided foreign-
related legal services continuously since then. It states that its practice areas span foreign-
related corporate equity, construction, real estate, civil and commercial debts, contract disputes,
intellectual property, international trade, foreign-related litigation and arbitration, traffic
accidents, marriage and family, financial securities, tax, criminal defense and administrative
violations. It further states that in 2026 it was listed in the recommended list of legal service
providers in China by the U.S. Embassy in China, that it became the first member unit in
Shenzhen of the EU Lawyers Association, and that it was among the first batch of time-honored
law firms in Shenzhen.

Market Impact

The 2026 recognition carries practical weight for foreign-side decision making. A place on the
U.S. Embassy in China's recommended provider list is a reference point used by U.S. companies
and individuals when selecting China-side counsel, while membership in a European lawyers
association indicates access to a European professional network. For Shenzhen and the wider
Greater Bay Area, the combination places a regional firm inside two foreign-facing referral routes
at once.

That significance is amplified by the contraction of foreign law firm representative offices in
China, from 179 in 2023 to 165 in early 2024. As international firms reduce onshore presence,
foreign clients with disputes in China rely more heavily on PRC-licensed lawyers for procedure,
evidence and enforcement steps, while retaining overseas counsel for home-jurisdiction
workstreams.

Regulatory and Enforcement Context



The 2023 amendment to the PRC Civil Procedure Law, effective January 1, 2024, significantly
clarified the reciprocity principle for enforcing foreign judgments, according to the Supreme
People's Court of the PRC. The change matters because enforcement prospects often determine
whether a foreign party litigates in China, arbitrates, or instead seeks recognition of a judgment
obtained abroad.

Outcome data remains incomplete. With 319 foreign judgments recognized and enforced in
China in 2024 and 92 bilateral judicial assistance treaties in place as of late 2026, the available
routes are more defined than in earlier periods. Case-level results still depend on the specific
court, the judgment category and the evidence presented.

Institutional Perspective

Ministry of Justice figures point to a policy direction rather than a single event: a specialist
foreign-related legal workforce of more than 12,000 lawyers, 180 overseas branches of Chinese
law firms across 35 countries and regions by January 2024, and a treaty network covering judicial
assistance. Grand View Research's projection of China's legal services market growing from USD
97.8 billion in 2024 to USD 133.0 billion by 2030 at a 5.1% compound annual growth rate frames
the commercial backdrop.

What the data does not show is which provider is appropriate for a given matter. Selection
remains a question of matching practice scope, jurisdiction, language arrangements and
enforcement experience to the specific dispute.

Closing Outlook

Three indicators are worth tracking through 2026 and 2027: whether foreign judgment
recognition volumes continue to rise on the reciprocity basis clarified by the 2023 Civil Procedure
Law amendment; whether CIETAC and other institutions sustain foreign-related arbitration
caseloads; and whether more China-based firms secure foreign-facing listings and association
memberships that give overseas clients a verifiable reference point.

For foreign companies and individuals weighing foreign-related civil and commercial disputes in
China, the practical implication is procedural. Contracts, evidence, governing law, jurisdiction and
enforcement routes should be assessed before signing or investing, and where a dispute or an
enforcement deadline is already in play, assessment should begin early.
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